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Bible Based Prayers for Understanding 

(Prayers for Enlightenment) 

 

Below are sixteen prayers, written for use in worship services, asking God to 

enable the congregation to understand the Scriptures. This is a traditional part of 

the order of service in Christian churches going back centuries, but it is also firmly 

rooted in Scripture. 

The Bible teaches us that apart from a supernatural work of God, a person in his 

“natural” condition cannot understand divine truth (1 Corinthians 2:14; 2 

Corinthians 3:14-16). Jesus asked some critics, “Why do you not understand my 

speech? Because you are not able to listen to my word” (John 8:43). However, 

when people come to Christ, God “makes the light come on.” The Bible calls this 

enlightenment (Hebrews 10:32).  

Even after “the light comes on” initially at salvation, we still need for God to 

enable us to understand his Word. Paul prayed for the spiritual understanding of 

the Christians in Ephesus, asking God to enlighten their understanding (Ephesians 

1:18).  

Believers know about this from life experience. We have all had personal 

devotional times in which we experienced sweet fellowship with the Lord, and 

other quiet times which were quite dry. That’s why many believers begin their 

daily Bible reading by asking God to speak to their hearts through his Word... and 

to apply the day’s passage to their lives in ways that are meaningful and inspiring. 

Prayers for Understanding are the same thing, only for a congregation.  

Of course, while these prayers are based on Scripture, they aren’t prayers from the 

Bible. They are offered more as prayer guidance. You may want to use these 

sample prayers as a starting place as you think about what to say when you pray. 

Since prayer is talking to God, it should be obvious that prayers aren’t empty 

words to be merely read in a monotone voice to the congregation – they should be 

prayed to God.  

Some may ask, “But if it’s a written prayer, it can’t come from the heart, can it?”  

It would be a mistake to assume that saying the first thing that pops into our 

minds is more heart-felt than a prepared prayer. Most people learn to lead in 

public prayer by repeating sentences they’ve heard others say. Should we think 
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that hearing someone say, “Now, Lord, lead, guide and direct us” – for the one 

millionth time – will provide a fresh worship experience?  

Public prayer is representing the congregation to the Lord. It’s speaking on behalf 

of the group. If you were going to lead a delegation to speak to your governor 

about an issue of concern, would you give advance thought about what you were 

going to say? 

The purpose of a Prayer for Understanding is to ask God to enable our minds to 

understand the Scriptures and to speak to our hearts through the Bible. We are 

asking Him to feed our souls with His Word, to define reality with its principles, to 

reassure us with its promises, and to strengthen us to obey its commands. 

 

A Prayer for Delight in God’s Word 

Father, we acknowledge that no one lives by bread alone, but by every word that 

proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. Today, as Your Word is read and taught, 

please open our eyes that we might see wondrous things. Work in our hearts to 

make us value Your promises more than gold and to enjoy Your Word more than 

honey. 

[Based on: Deuteronomy 8:3; Psalm 119:18: Psalm 19:10] 

 

For a Service with an Evangelistic Emphasis 

O God, we confess that both our hearts and our minds can grow hard. Sometimes, 

even when our ears hear biblical truth, our hearts cannot. Please remove the veil 

that blocks our vision. Open our hearts to receive Your Word eagerly, to see it for 

ourselves in the Bible, and to respond obediently. Turn us from the power of Satan 

to God and from darkness to light. 

[Based on: 2 Corinthains 3:14-16; Acts 16:14; 17:11; 26:18] 

 

A Prayer for Hurtful Times of Affliction 

Sovereign God, even in our afflictions, Your promises comfort us and renew life 

within us. When we’re weary from grief, You strengthen us through Your Word. It 

can sometimes be worth the trial, as they get our attention and force us to learn 

biblical principles. So today, we remember those going through a hard time, and 

ask that You would open our minds to understand the Scriptures.  

[Based on: Psalm 119:28, 50, 71; Luke 24:45] 
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A Prayer Seeking Guidance from God’s Word 

Gracious Father, some of us today may need your guidance in a special way. Some 

of us face situations we’ve never faced before. We cannot see the path and we 

don’t know the way. But Your Word is a lamp unto our feet and a light unto our 

path. May your good Spirit instruct us. May Your gracious Spirit direct our steps.  

[Based on: Nehemiah 9:20; Isaiah 42:16; Psalm 119:105, 133; 143:10; 

Proverbs 2:9; Isaiah 42:16] 

 
A Prayer Seeking Wisdom 

Father, Your Word is a treasure full of perfect instruction and true stories. It gives 

us wisdom. Please shed light on our life situations. Give us fresh insight. According 

to Your Word, make us understand what’s really going on.  We ask that today, 

through the Scriptures, You Yourself would give us wisdom that goes beyond our 

training, our years, our life experiences.  

[Based on: Psalm 19:7; 119:98-100, 130, 169] 

 
A Prayer Seeking a Holy Life 

Holy God, how can a young man cleanse his way, except by keeping Your Word?  As 

we study the Scriptures today, please teach us their meaning. Enable our minds to 

understand it, our hearts to obey it, our wills the discipline to stay on its path. 

Make us so love Your Word, that nothing makes us to stumble. 

[Based on: : Psalm 119:9, 33-35, 133, 165] 

 
A Prayer Regarding God’s Word and Our Affections 

Righteous Father, Your Word transforms how we think and feel, renewing our 

minds. It makes our hearts tender toward You. It makes us want friends who keep 

Your principles. It causes us to  renounce every false way of living. Through Your 

Word and by Your Spirit, please shape our affections, that we might hate the sin 

that You hate and love the things that You love. 

[Based on: Psalm 119: 26-27, 40, 63, 70, 104, 111; Romans 12:2] 
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A Prayer for Spiritual Renewal  

Living God, some of us here today may find ourselves in a dry spiritual desert. In 

the dust. In need of being revived. But Your Word is alive and active. Please open 

the Scriptures to us and cause our hearts to burn within us. Reinvigorate [or 

renew] us for Yourself by Your Word. 

[Based on: Psalm 119:25, 40, 107; Luke 24:32 ; Hebrews 4:12] 

 
God’s Word Stands Firm in a Changing World 

Father, though we live in a changing world, Your Word remains firmly fixed in 

heaven. Throughout all generations it stands firm. The grass withers, the flowers 

fade, but the Word of our God stands forever. As Your people, we have claimed 

Your Word as our heritage forever. Please teach us Your statutes that we might 

keep them to the end. 

[Based on: Psalm 119:33, 66, 89-90, 111; Isaiah 40:8] 

 
A Prayer Concerning the Secret Things 

Sovereign God, you haven’t answered our every question. It isn’t for us to know 

the times of the seasons set by the Father. Some knowledge belongs only to You. 

Yet, there are secrets you have revealed to Your servants, to Your children only. 

The prophets inquired about these things and angels long to look into them. Reveal 

such insights to us today, in this service, by the Holy Spirit from heaven. 

[Based on: Deuteronomy 29:29; Matthew 13:11;  Acts 1:7; 1 Peter 1:10-12] 

 
A Prayer to Value God’s Word in a World that Rejects it 

Gracious Father, You have given us exceedingly great and precious promises. The 

unbelieving world around us can’t understand them, considers them foolish, and 

refuses to accept them. Yet, Your indwelling Spirit enables Your people to 

understand the things You’ve given us. Please open our eyes to see the wealth we 

possess and the glory of our future. 

[Based on: Proverbs 28:5; Matthew 13:11; 1 Corinthians 2:12-14;  

Ephesians 1:18; 2 Peter 1:4] 
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A Prayer Concerning God’s Storeroom of Treasures 

Father, studying Your Word today, we enter a storeroom full of treasures, both 

new and old. In this service, please impart fresh insights from Your Word. As we 

review familiar principles, by way of reminder, stir us up afresh. Please open our 

eyes to see wondrous things from Your Word. 

[Based on: Psalm 119:18; Matthew 13:52; 2 Peter 3:1] 

 
A Prayer for Spiritual Growth 

Father in Heaven, we hunger for the pure milk of the Word so that, in every way, 

we might become more like Christ. Through Your promises, empower us to share 

in Your divine nature. Train us to distinguish between good and evil, and so 

protect ourselves from our corrupted culture. Enable us to move from milk to 

meat, from learning the basics to accurately teaching Your Word. We seek to hear 

You, and to be taught by You, as the truth is in Jesus. 

[Based on: Ephesians 4:15, 21; Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 1:4; 3:18] 

 
In the Church: As God’s People Study God’s Word Together 

Father, we are gathered today, as individuals and as a church, to hear from You. 

We desire the Word of Christ, in all its richness, to be at home in our hearts and 

minds. That Your Word would set the tone in our teaching, in our fellowship, and 

in our worship. Please enable us today to hear what the Spirit is saying to Your 

church.  

[Based on: Psalm 119:63; Colossians 3:16; Revelation 2:7] 

 

 
Praying for a Truth-Based Life 

Father, the entirety of Your Word is truth, accurately telling us about You, about 

ourselves, and about the world around us. Your indwelling Spirit reminds us of 

things the Lord taught us and guides us into all truth. The entrance of Your Word 

gives light. Please help us to view the world through the lens of truth. And please 

empower us to faithfully walk in the truth.  

[Based on: Psalm 119:130, 142, 160; John 14:26; 16:13; 17:17;  

1 John 2:20, 27; 2 John 4; 3 John 3-4] 
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A Prayer to Know God Better 

Father, thank You that Your Son has come and given us understanding to know the 

True God. We want to both experience and express more of Christ’s grace. We 

desire to learn more about Jesus and to know Him better, personally. Holy Spirit, 

please grant that kind of understanding today as we read the Scriptures and hear 

them preached. 

[Based on: Ephesians 1:17; 2 Peter 3:18; 1 John 5:20] 

 

 

 

Notes: 

Since the paragraphs above represent prayer guidance, we have capitalized You 

when God is being addressed. 

If your church provides a printed bulletin or worship guide, it is helpful to include 

the Scripture references on which the prayer is based. The fact that it’s coming 

straight from the Bible will help members overcome concerns about it being new. 

Perhaps your members will relate to this format: 

Prayer for Understanding 

(Today’s prayer based on Psalm 119:18; Matthew 13:52; 2 Peter 3:1) 

If a Prayer for Understanding would represent a new part of your worship service, 

it might be helpful to introduce the practice with a sermon on enlightenment. 

If you ask church members to lead this prayer in the service, you will want to give 

them advance notice and explain what they are being asked to do.  
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