
1. Not all our members will have read 

their Bibles in the past week. 

2. Not all of our members know their Bi-

ble stories. 

3. Some attending won’t understand the 

basic flow of the biblical story, partic-

ularly in the Old Testament.  

4. In their personal readings, some may 

just open their Bible to some random 

place and start reading, missing the 

context as they do. 

5. This is a way you to involve more 

members in your services. If your 

church is smaller or the music talent is 

limited, some could read 

what they can’t sing. 

Johannes Gutenberg invented 

the movable-type printing 

press in around 1440. Before 

then, people couldn’t generally 

afford to own personal copies 

of Scripture, though occasion-

ally a wealthy person might be 

able to  do so (Acts 8:27-28).  

Paul commanded Timothy, “Until I come, 

give attention to the public reading of 

Scripture, to exhortation and teaching” (1 

Tim. 4:13, NASB). Jesus faithfully attend-

ed services in the synagogues, which had 

a plan for Scripture readings. These in-

cluded a “Torah” reading (Genesis–

Deuteronomy) and a “Haftarah” reading, 

from the prophets. Whether Jesus’ read-

ing from Isaiah in Luke 4 is an example 

of this or not, one can still get an idea of 

how they worked (vs. 16-21. Compare 2 

Cor. 3:14-16, Col. 4:16, 1 Thess. 5:27). So, 

it is easy to see why the early 

church continued the practice 

of Bible reading plans. 

Scripture reading plans such 

as these are called Lectionar-

ies. Most contain an Old Tes-

tament reading and a New 

Testament reading for each 

Sunday over a period of time.  

Scripture Readings 

Ten Periods of Bible History 

This list of passages arranges biblical events in the order they occurred. Because not 

all the books of the Bible are arranged chronologically, this can help give your mem-

bers a sense of how God’s redemptive plan unfolded through history. 

The Bible was written by real people in real places in response to actual historical 

events. It is not a collection of legends and fables. Nor is it a case of mystics falling 

into a trance and speaking strange truths in mysterious words. While the Bible con-

tains parables and visions, each book was written from a historical context. Scrip-

ture provides timeless principles which flow out of an immediate context. 

 

A List of Passages Which Can Be Used for Weekly Scripture Readings or a Preaching Plan 

Why Have Scripture Readings? 



There are other chronological resources 

available which offer more detailed and 

lengthier information. These include:  

The Gospel Project is a LifeWay curricu-

lum for small groups and Sunday School, 

that traces the gospel through Bible his-

tory. https://gospelproject.lifeway.com/about-us/  

The Story: The Bible as One Continuing 

Story of God and His People. This is per-

sonal reading Bible, in the NIV transla-

tion, and focuses only on the story pas-

sages (skipping the begets, etc.). It has 31 

daily readings which are around 15 pages 

each. www.thestory.com   https://a.co/d/4erpaPa 

Reading God's Story: A Chronological Daily 

Bible is another personal reading Bible 

(HCSB), organized by George Guthrie in-

to 52 weeks of readings (six readings per 

week). It explains the biblical story as 

three main acts with seventeen total 

scenes.  https://a.co/d/2dKk75W 

NKJV Chronological Study Bible: This is a 

beautiful personal reading Bible, which 

divides Bible history into ten “epochs.” 

www.christianbook.com/nkjv-chronological-study-bible-

hardcover/9780785239543/pd/239543?event=ESRCG 

There are some differences in how these 

resources arrange their material. This 

may due to including the inter-biblical 

period, or whether they combine the pe-

riods of the united kingdom or divided 

kingdoms or count them as two periods. 

This list of passages, for example, counts 

the second half of Genesis as the begin-

ning of the Jewish people; some re-

sources count Genesis 12 and forward as 

the time of the Patriarchs. All these re-

sources are simply trying to provide han-

dles to help readers understand the order 

of events and the context from which 

each book was written. 

How to Use This List of Scripture Readings 

This list of readings listed is arranged into eight quarters; thus, you could complete 

the readings over a two-year period. 

When announcing the reading each Sunday, start with one simple sentence of intro-

duction to help set the context. For example, “Our Scripture reading today comes 

from the period when Judah had returned from seventy years of exile and must re-

build the temple.” A sentence or two in the worship guide can be helpful. 

Read with expression; never in a monotone. Don’t be overly-dramatic, but communi-

cate the emotion and tone of the passage. Rushing through a Bible reading communi-

cates that it’s something we want to get over so we can “get to the good stuff.” 

If you use a screen, put the verses on the screen to help people both hear and see. 

Most of the passages are around thirty verses. However, when a passage is a little 

longer, instead of apologizing for its length, create anticipation with your introduc-

tory sentence. “Today’s reading provides a timeless truth from the life of David.” 

Additional Resources for Studying the Bible Chronologically 

https://gospelproject.lifeway.com/about-us/
https://www.thestory.com/
https://a.co/d/4erpaPa
https://a.co/d/2dKk75W
https://www.christianbook.com/nkjv-chronological-study-bible-hardcover/9780785239543/pd/239543?event=ESRCG
https://www.christianbook.com/nkjv-chronological-study-bible-hardcover/9780785239543/pd/239543?event=ESRCG


1. The Period of Beginnings 

The book of Genesis is the book of beginnings. It starts with the beginning of the 

world in creation. There is the beginning of sin and suffering. We see how sin 

separates people and curses the world. Then, in chapter 12, we see God call out 

Abraham and start the Jewish people. God promises them the land of Canaan.  

It is important to understand these were real people living in real places in actu-

al history. We see how they deal with sibling rivalry, jealousy, infertility, being 

wronged, and extending forgiveness. We see how God works in their lives. We 

see, for example, how God sovereignly trains Joseph for public leadership 

through being wrongly enslaved and imprisoned. 

Abraham came on the scene around 2000 BC. (David would capture Jerusalem in 

1000 BC, and a thousand years after that, Jesus the Messiah would be born.) 

Ten Periods of Bible History 
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1. Genesis 1:1-28..............  The Beginning of All Creation  

2. Genesis 3:1-24 .............  The Beginning of Sin & Suffering  

3. Genesis 6:  ...................  Noah: God's Judgment and a New Beginning  

4. Genesis 11.  ..................  The Tower of Babel & the Beginning  

  of Differing Languages & Nations  

5. Genesis 12:1-8..............  Abraham, the Beginning of the Jewish People  

6. Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7  Isaac: Promised Son & First of the Jewish Family 

7. Genesis 25:19-33 .........  Esau Sells his Birthright to Jacob  

8. Genesis 37:12-36 .........  Joseph Sold into Slavery—The Beginning of the  

  Family’s Path to Egypt 

9. Genesis 39:1-23 ...........  Joseph Stays True to God When Tested 

10. Genesis 41:14-41 .........  Joseph Made Prime Minister of Egypt 

11. Genesis 45:1-28 ...........  Joseph Reveals Himself to His Brothers 

12.  Genesis 49:1-28 ..........  Jacob’s Prophetic Blessings Over His Sons  

  and Their Tribes 

13.  Genesis 49:29-50:26 ..  The Deaths of Jacob and of Joseph 
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2 The Exodus and Spiritual Formation 

In this period of Bible history, God delivered His people, the Jews, from slavery in 

Egypt and prepared them to be a functioning nation and worshipping people. We 

read about it in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and in Deuteronomy.  

We are told how the 430-year experience in Egypt went from good to bad for the 

Jews as they were enslaved, then how God brought them out of Egypt through a se-

ries to ten plagues. Their time in the wilderness would be longer than necessary due 

to their unbelief and disobedience. However, during this time, God cared for His 

people and developed them into a nation based on His ways. God establishes for his 

people a civil code, a way to live, and proper ways to worship. Included in this peri-

od are: 

 The Exodus: The story of how God delivered His people from slavery in Egypt. 

 The Law: Given at Mount Sinai  

 The Tabernacle: Built in the wilderness  

 The Wilderness: Wandering & learning 

These events began to take place sometime around 1440 BC. 
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1. Exodus 1  .....................  From a Family to a Nation, But Also into Slavery  

2. Exodus 2:1-15 ..............  Moses is Born and Rescued 

3. Exodus 3:1-17  ..............  The Call of Moses  

4. Exodus 5:1-6:1  ............  Moses Speaks to Pharoah  

5. Exodus 11:1-12:13  ........  The Tenth Plague and the Passover  

6. Exodus 14:1-31  ............  Israel crosses the Red Sea or 13:17-14:14  

7. Exodus 32:15-35  .........  The People Make & Worship a Golden Calf  

8. Exodus 40:17-38  .........  The Tabernacle  

9. Leviticus 19  .................  Laws for Holy Living 

10. Numbers 13:17-14:4 ....  Israel refuses to Enter the Promised Land  

11. Numbers 14:26-38  ......  Forty Years in the Wilderness for Unbelief  

12.  Deuteronomy 8:1-20 ...  When Things Are Good, Don't Forget God  

13.  Deuteronomy 30:8-20  Choose Life Over Death  
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3. Into the Promised Land 

This period of Bible history recounts the children of Israel entering Canaan, the land 

promised to Abraham 400 years before. There is a change of leadership as Joshua 

takes over after the death of Moses. They will have to fight to possess the land. The 

first battle is for the city of Jericho. However, more battles follow, as the Canaanites 

aren’t willing to give up their land without a fight. The land is divided into territo-

ries for each of the twelve tribes. Though the Bible doesn’t provide the date, it is be-

lieved that Israel entered the Promised Land around 1484 BC.  

1. Joshua 1:1-18 ................  Joshua Succeeds Moses and the People Prepare 

2. Joshua 2:1-24  ..............  Rahab Hides the Spies at Jericho 

3. Joshua 6:1-27  ..............  God Gives Israel Victory Over Jericho 

4. Joshua 7:1-26 ...............  Achan’s Disobedience Brings Trouble for All 

5. Joshua 14:1-14 ..............  Caleb Requests the Hill Country 

6. Joshua 24:1-31 .............  Choose You This Day Whom You Will Serve 

4. Judges: The Drift into Pluralism 

The period of the Judges took place after the Israel entered the Promised Land and 

before they had a king. The strong, spiritual leaders were now gone. The people 

went through cycles of sin and repentance: The nation would fall into sin, God 

would send enemies, the people would suffer greatly, they would finally call on the 

Lord, and God would raise up a strong leader, called a judge. There would be fifteen 

of these leaders. This period reveals the kind of foolish choices and absurd commu-

nity standards adopted when people stop living according to the Bible. Twice, Judges 

explains, “Every man did what was right in his own eyes” (Judges 17:6; 21:25). 

These events followed those in Joshua, perhaps beginning around 1250 BC. 

1. Judges 2:1-19 ...............  Cycles of Sin, Suffering, Prayer, Deliverance   

2. Judges 2:20-3:6 ...........  Enemies Left in Canaan to Test Israel’s Faith  

3. Judges 7:1-17 ................  Gideon Defeats the Midianites 

4. Ruth 1:1-22  .................  Ruth Chooses Naomi’s People 

5. Ruth 4:1-17 ..................  How a Gentile Came into the Messianic Line 

6. 1 Samuel 1:1-20 ............  Birth of Samuel, Prophet and the Last Judge 

7. 1 Samuel 3:1-21 ............  The Call of Samuel as Prophet 



5. The Kings in a Unified Nation 

At the end of the period of the judges, the people of Israel insists on a king. This pe-

riod includes three kings: Saul, the first king; David, their greatest king; and Solo-

mon, the wisest king. Saul was a tragic figure, wasting enormous ability. David unit-

ed the kingdom, made Jerusalem the capital (1000 BC), and brought the ark of the 

covenant to Jerusalem. Solomon built the temple and built up the economy.  

Events of this period are recorded in 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings 1-11, 1 Chronicles, 

and 2 Chronicles 1-9. Also, written in this period were most of the Psalms, Proverbs, 

Ecclesiastes, and The Song of Solomon.  

This period dates from around 1050 to 930 BC. 
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1. 1 Samuel 8:1-21 ............  The Nation of Israel Insists on a King 

2. 1 Samuel 10:17-11:15 ....  The First King, Saul 

3. 1 Samuel 15:1-28 ..........  God Rejects Saul as King 

4. 1 Samuel 13:1-22, esp. 14  God Seeks a Man After His Own Heart 

5. 1 Samuel 16:1-14 ..........  David Privately Anointed as King 

6. 1 Samuel 17:32-58 .......  David Defeats Goliath 

7. 1 Samuel 18:1-16 ..........  Jonathon Becomes David’s Friend, But Saul Jealous 

8. 2 Samuel 12:1-15 ..........  Nathan Confronts David Concerning His Great Sin 

9. 1 Chronicles 17:1-27  ....  God Promises to Build David’s Dynasty 

10. 1 Kings 3:5-28 .............  Solomon Chooses Wisdom 

11.  2 Chronicles 9:1-28 .....  The Glory Days of King Solomon 

12.  1 Kings 8:31-43.  .........  Solomon's Prayer at the Dedication of the Temple  

13.  1 Kings 11:1-13  ...........  Solomon’s Heart Turned by Pagan Wives 
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6. Division: The Decay and Fall of Two Nations 

Angry with King Rehoboam, ten tribes seceded from the union. There were then two 

nations, one called Israel in the north and one nation in the south called Judah.  

All the kings of Judah would be descended from David. And David was the standard 

by which each of Judah’s kings were evaluated. Jeroboam was the first king of the 

northern kingdom, Israel. He set up golden calves as a ploy to establish national uni-

ty. Thus, Jeroboam became the prototype for the evil influence by the kings of Israel.  

The over-all trend was down, spiritually and ethically. God sent prophets to warn of 

coming judgment and exile, but the people refused to listen. Though Judah had sea-

sons of revival or reform, the northern kingdom never did. Thus, Israel fell to Assyr-

ia about 136 years before Judah fell to the Chaldeans.  

The kings and events of their reigns are recorded in: 1 Kings 12ff, 2 Kings, and 2 

Chronicles 10ff. The prophets who preached in these years include: Jonah, Hosea, 

Amos, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah/Lamentations, Joel. 

The split took place in 930 BC. The Assyrians conquered Samaria and exiled the peo-

ple of Israel in 722 BC. Jerusalem was destroyed by the Chaldeans and its survivors 

were exiled to Babylon in 586 BC. 
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1. 1 Kings 12:1-24.............  The Northern Tribes Secede   

2. 1 Kings 12:20-33  .........  Jeroboam of Israel Creates His Own Religion 

3. 2 Kings 17:1-19 .............  Reforms Under King Asa 

4. 2 Chronicles 17:1-19 .....  Jehoshaphat Leads Reforms in Judah 

5. 1 Kings 18:20-40 ..........  The Prophet Elijah & the Showdown at Mt. Carmel 

6. 2 Kings 9:1-37 ..............  Jehu Executes Ahab's Family in Israel 

7. 2 Kings 12:1-21 .............  Judah's Jehoash Faithful as Long as the Priest Lives 

8. 2 Kings 11:1-21 .............  Athaliah Steals the Throne in Judah 

9. 2 Kings 7:5-24 .............  Israel, the Northern Kingdom, Falls to Assyria 

10. 2 Chron. 29:1-11, 15-36  Hezekiah Restores Temple Worship   

11.  2 Kings 19:14-37 .........  Hezekiah Responds in Faith to Assyria's Invasion  

12.  2 Kings 21:1-18 ...........  The Evil Reign of King Manasseh 

13.  2 Chronicles 34:1-31 ...  Josiah Cleanses the Temple and Starts Reforms 
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8. Return and Rebuilding 

After 70 years in exile (just as Jeremiah prophesied in 25:10-11; 29:10-14), King Cy-

rus allowed the Jews to return home and rebuild Jerusalem and its temple in 538 BC. 

The people would return in several waves. Once home, everything had to be rebuilt 

from the ground up: The city, its walls, the temple, temple worship, and the econo-

my. They had to re-set their priorities to do all this, and not everyone was glad to 

see them.  

History: 2 Chron. 36:22ff, Ezra, Nehemiah      Prophets: Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi  

1. Ezra 1:1-8 ....................  King Cyrus Allows the Jews to Return Home 

2. Ezra 3:1-13  ..................  The Jews Start to Rebuild the Temple 

3. Haggai 1:3-2:9  ............  The Prophet Haggai: Complete the Temple! 

4. Nehemiah 1:1-11  ..........  Nehemiah Prays About the Walls of Jerusalem 

5. Nehemiah 2:11-18  .......  Nehemiah Arrives to Rebuild the Walls of Jerusalem 

6. Nehemiah 8:1-11  .........  The People Gather to Hear the Word of God 

7. Nehemiah 9:1-38  ........  People Confess Sins & Renew Their Commitment 

7. Judgment and Exile 

In this period, God place His people in “time-out.” The judgment was brutal when it 

came. In 722 BC, Samaria, the capital of the northern kingdom Israel fell to Assyria 

and the survivors entered captivity. (2 Kings 17; 24:10-20 2 Chronicles 36:5-21) 

There were three invasions of Judah by Babylon: In 605 BC, in 597, and the third in 

586 BC when Jerusalem (capital of Judah) was destroyed. Captives were exiled in 

each invasion (2 Kings 24-25, 2 Chronicles 36:15ff). Even in exile, the remnant had 

opportunities to bear witness to the God of the whole earth.  

Prophets of this Period: Ezekiel and Daniel. The book of Esther records a major 

event, as God’s people had enemies in a hostile culture. 

1. Jeremiah 52:1-27  ........  Jerusalem Defeated and Destroyed 

2. Jeremiah 29:1-20  ........  Jeremiah Urges Exiles to Accept Correction 

3. Daniel 1:1-20 ...............  In Exile, the Survivors Learn How to Stay True  

4. Daniel 4:18-37 .............  Daniel Interprets Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 

5. Daniel 5:1-30  ..............  Daniel Interprets the Handwriting on the Wall 

6. Esther 4:1-16  ..............  Queen Esther Acts to Save God’s People 



9. Messiah’s Arrival, Ministry, & Redemptive Work  

This period begins the New Testament. After four centuries of silence, the long-

promised Messiah arrives, but not in the way many expected.  

The life of Christ is described in four gospels, which are similar to biographies, each 

written with a different audience in mind. These address the questions: (1) Who is 

this man? (2) Why did he come here? And (3) What does He expect of me? The gos-

pels record how Jesus died for our sins, was raised from the dead, commissioned His 

church, and ascended back to Heaven. 

The Gospels: Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. Also: Acts 1  

These events took place from sometime around 5 BC to around AD 30.  

smalltownbaptist.net 

1. John 1:1-18 ...................  Jesus Christ: God in the Flesh   

2. Luke 1:26-38 ................  The Virgin Mary Told She is to Bear the Messiah 

3. Luke 4:1-15 ..................  Jesus is Tempted in the Wilderness 

4. Luke 4:16-30 ................  Jesus: Anointed by the Spirit, But Rejected  

5. Matthew 5:1-20 ...........  Christ’s Sermon on the Mount  

6. Matthew 5:21-26 .........  The Sermon on the Mount, continued 

7. Matthew 6:1-34 ...........  The Sermon on the Mount, continued 

8. Matthew 7:1-29 ...........  The Sermon on the Mount, continued  

9. Matthew 16:13-21 ........  Who Do You Say that I Am? 

10. Matthew 27:27-61 .......  Jesus Crucified 

11.  Matthew 27:1-10 .........  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ 

12.  Matthew 28:16-20 ......  The Great Commission 

13.  Acts 1:1-11  ..................  The Ascension of Jesus 
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10. The First Century Church 

This period represents the time frame from the ascension of Christ to the comple-

tion of the New Testament.  

The history of the early church is recorded in the book of Acts.  

Letters were written to encourage and instruct the churches in the budding Chris-

tians movement (Romans—Jude and in Revelation 1-3).  

While these books include promises concerning the eternal state and things to come, 

they were all written in the period from AD 30 to 100. 
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1. Acts 2:1-39  ..................  The Holy Spirit Comes to Indwell the Church 

2. Acts 7:2-53   .................  Stephen Explains the Bible from Abraham to Jesus 

3. Acts 9:1-22  ..................  The Conversion of Paul 

4. Acts 10   .......................  The Gospel Goes to the Gentiles 

5. Acts 11:19-26  ...............  The Church is Scattered and the Gospel Spreads 

6. Acts 13:1-12  .................  The Beginning of the Missions Movement 

7. Acts 15:1-34  ................  Do you have to become a Jew to Be a Christian? 

8. Acts 16:6-15  ................  The Gospel Goes to Europe 

9. Romans 8:1-27 .............  Life in the Spirit 

10. 1 Timothy 3:14-4:11 ....  Why this Letter Was Written 

11.  1 John 1:1-2:6 ..............  Walking in the Light 

12.  1 Thessalonians 4:3-5:12 Jesus is Returning for His People 

13.  Revelation 21:1-27 ......  The New Heaven and New Earth 
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