BIBLICAL CALLS TO WORSHIP

A Call to Worship begins the worship service with an invitation to focus on and respond to
God. You may have heard this term used for a choir special that starts the worship service.
These are normally more upbeat, celebratory songs - which do, in fact, start the service
with joyful singing. However, the term, Call to Worship, has referred throughout most of
church history to the minister using words to summon people to engage in true worship.

In small churches in particular there is often a need to push the re-set button after the
informal joking around, the recognitions, birthdays, etc. These things may be OK, but they
aren’t worship. Worship involves our response to God. You could label these other things as
“The Pre-Worship Gathering” part of the service. Then, have a clearly defined beginning to
the “worship part” Print it that way in your bulletin. And this is where a Call to Worship
helps. It pushes the re-set button.

And where would you get the words? The Bible is full of these Calls to Worship. Here are a
couple examples of how to use them in a small church:

Isn’t God good?! And don’t we have so much to be thankful for? Psalm 95, verses 1 through 3
says: “Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our salvation. Let
us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.”

Or...

It’s good to be together today. Even if you may be going through a hard time right now. Psalm
42, verse 11 says: “Why are you cast down, O my soul? And why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God; For I shall yet praise Him, The help of my countenance and my God.” Let’s bring
our problems and concerns to the Lord today and place our trust in Him!

Listed below are Calls to Worship taken straight from Scripture. While some have used
verses describing the goodness of God, for the purposes of this list, most of the passages
listed have wording inviting people to worship and praise. Some passages are longer and
you may need to select a shorter portion applicable to the day’s service. Toward the end,
there are some verses to use for Christmas and Easter and for days when emphasizing an
encounter with God. There are enough verses to easily last a year and a half.
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Calls to Worship, From the Psalms

Psalm 5:7-8

Psalm 9:1-2

Psalm 18:1-3

Psalm 21:13

Psalm 29:1-2

Psalm 30:4-5

Psalm 30:11-12

7 But as for me, | will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: And in
thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple. 8 Lead me, O LORD, in thy
righteousness because of mine enemies; Make thy way straight before my face.

1 1 will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; | will shew forth all thy
marvellous works. 2 | will be glad and rejoice in thee: | will sing praise to thy
name, O thou most High.

1 1 will love thee, O LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock, and my fortress,
and my deliverer; My God, my strength, in whom | will trust; My buckler, and
the horn of my salvation, and my high tower. 3 | will call upon the LoRD, who is
worthy to be praised: So shall | be saved from mine enemies.

Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: So will we sing and praise thy
power.

1 Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, Give unto the LORD glory and strength. 2 Give
unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; Worship the LORD in the beauty of
holiness.

4 Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, And give thanks at the remembrance of
his holiness. 5 For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life:
Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning.

11 Thou hast turned for me my mourning into dancing: Thou hast put off my
sackcloth, and girded me with gladness; 12 To the end that my glory may sing
praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, | will give thanks unto thee for
ever.
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Psalm 33:1-5

Psalm 34:1-3

Psalm 47:1-2

Psalm 47:5-7

Psalm 63:1-4

Psalm 66:1-5

1 Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: For praise is comely for the upright. 2
Praise the LORD with harp: Sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of
ten strings. 3 Sing unto him a new song; Play skilfully with a loud noise. 4 For
the word of the LORD is right; And all his works are done in truth. 5 He loveth
righteousness and judgment: The earth is full of the goodness of the LORD.

1 1 will bless the LORD at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 2
My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: The humble shall hear thereof, and be
glad. 3 O magnify the LoRD with me, And let us exalt his name together.

1 O clap your hands, all ye people; Shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 2
For the LORD most high is terrible; He is a great King over all the earth.

5 God is gone up with a shout, The LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 6 Sing
praises to God, sing praises: Sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 7 For God is
the King of all the earth: Sing ye praises with understanding.

1 O God, thou art my God; early will | seek thee: My soul thirsteth for thee, My
flesh longeth for thee In a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 2 To see thy
power and thy glory, So as | have seen thee in the sanctuary. 3 Because thy
lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise thee. 4 Thus will | bless
thee while | live: | will lift up my hands in thy name.

1 Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 2 Sing forth the honour of his
name: Make his praise glorious. 3 Say unto God, How terrible art thou in thy
works! Through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies submit
themselves unto thee. 4 All the earth shall worship thee, And shall sing unto
thee; they shall sing to thy name. Selah. 5 Come and see the works of God: He is
terrible in his doing toward the children of men.
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Psalm 66:16—20

Psalm 67:3-5

Psalm 68:32—35

Psalm 70:4-5

Psalm 89:1

Psalm 92:1-5

16 Come and hear, all ye that fear God, And | will declare what he hath done for
my soul. 17 | cried unto him with my mouth, And he was extolled with my
tongue. 18 If | regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear me: 19 But
verily God hath heard me; He hath attended to the voice of my prayer. 20
Blessed be God, which hath not turned away my prayer, Nor his mercy from me.

3 Let the people praise thee, O God; Let all the people praise thee. 4 O let the
nations be glad and sing for joy: For thou shalt judge the people righteously,
And govern the nations upon earth. Selah. 5 Let the people praise thee, O God,;
Let all the people praise thee.

32 Sing unto God, ye kingdoms of the earth; O sing praises unto the Lord; Selah:
33 To him that rideth upon the heavens of heavens, which were of old; Lo, he
doth send out his voice, and that a mighty voice. 34 Ascribe ye strength unto
God: His excellency is over Israel, And his strength is in the clouds. 35 O God,
thou art terrible out of thy holy places: The God of Israel is he That giveth
strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God.

4 Let all those that seek thee rejoice and be glad in thee: And let such as love
thy salvation say continually, Let God be magnified. 5 But | am poor and needy:
make haste unto me, O God: Thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, make
no tarrying.

| will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: With my mouth will | make known
thy faithfulness to all generations.

1 /tis a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, And to sing praises unto thy
name, O most High: 2 To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, And thy
faithfulness every night, 3 Upon an instrument of ten strings, and upon the
psaltery; Upon the harp with a solemn sound. 4 For thou, LORD, hast made me
glad through thy work: | will triumph in the works of thy hands. 5 O LoRrD, how
great are thy works! And thy thoughts are very deep.
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Psalm 95:1-3

Psalm 95:6—-7

Psalm 96:1-6

Psalm 96:7-10

Psalm 99:1-5

Psalm 99:9

1 O come, let us sing unto the LORD: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation. 2 Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, And make a
joyful noise unto him with psalms. 3 For the LORD is a great God, And a great
King above all gods.

6 O come, let us worship and bow down: Let us kneel before the LORD our
maker. 7 For he is our God; And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep
of his hand. To day if ye will hear his voice,

1 O sing unto the LORD a new song: Sing unto the LORD, all the earth. 2 Sing unto
the LORD, bless his name; Shew forth his salvation from day to day. 3 Declare his
glory among the heathen, His wonders among all people. 4 For the LORD is
great, and greatly to be praised: He is to be feared above all gods. 5 For all the
gods of the nations are idols: But the LORD made the heavens. 6 Honour and
majesty are before him: Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.

7 Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, Give unto the LORD glory and
strength. 8 Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: Bring an offering,
and come into his courts. 9 O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness: Fear
before him, all the earth. 10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: The
world also shall be established that it shall not be moved: He shall judge the
people righteously.

1 The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: He sitteth between the cherubims;
let the earth be moved. 2 The LORD is great in Zion; And he is high above all the
people. 3 Let them praise thy great and terrible name; For it is holy. 4 The king’s
strength also loveth judgment; Thou dost establish equity, Thou executest
judgment and righteousness in Jacob. 5 Exalt ye the LORD our God, And worship
at his footstool; For he is holy.

Exalt the LORD our God, And worship at his holy hill; For the LORD our God is
holy.
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Psalm 100:1-5

Psalm 103:1-5

Psalm 103:19—
22

Psalm 104:31—
34

Psalm 105:1-5

1 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 2 Serve the LORD with
gladness: Come before his presence with singing. 3 Know ye that the LORD he is
God: It is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; We are his people, and
the sheep of his pasture. 4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, And into his
courts with praise: Be thankful unto him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is
good; his mercy is everlasting; And his truth endureth to all generations.

1 Bless the LorD, O my soul: And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 2
Bless the LorD, O my soul, And forget not all his benefits: 3 Who forgiveth all
thine iniquities; Who healeth all thy diseases; 4 Who redeemeth thy life from
destruction; Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies; 5
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; So that thy youth is renewed like
the eagle’s.

19 The LoRD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; And his kingdom ruleth
over all. 20 Bless the LORD, ye his angels, That excel in strength, that do his
commandments, Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 21 Bless ye the LORD,
all ye his hosts; Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 22 Bless the LORD, all his
works In all places of his dominion: Bless the LORD, O my soul.

31 The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: The LORD shall rejoice in his
works. 32 He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: He toucheth the hills, and
they smoke. 33 | will sing unto the LORD as long as | live: | will sing praise to my
God while I have my being. 34 My meditation of him shall be sweet: | will be
glad in the LORD.

1 O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: Make known his deeds
among the people. 2 Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: Talk ye of all his
wondrous works. 3 Glory ye in his holy name: Let the heart of them rejoice that
seek the LORD. 4 Seek the LORD, and his strength: Seek his face evermore. 5
Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; His wonders, and the
judgments of his mouth;
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Psalm 106:1-2

Psalm 106:48

Psalm 107:1-3

Psalm 108:1-5

Psalm 111:1-4

Psalm 113:1-4

Psalm 115:1

1 Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: For his mercy
endureth for ever. 2 Who can utter the mighty acts of the LORD? Who can shew
forth all his praise?

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting to everlasting: And let all the
people say, Amen. Praise ye the LORD.

1 O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: For his mercy endureth for ever. 2
Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, Whom he hath redeemed from the hand
of the enemy; 3 And gathered them out of the lands, From the east, and from
the west, from the north, and from the south.

1 O God, my heart is fixed; | will sing and give praise, Even with my glory. 2
Awake, psaltery and harp: | myself will awake early. 3 | will praise thee, O LORD,
among the people: And | will sing praises unto thee among the nations. 4 For
thy mercy is great above the heavens: And thy truth reacheth unto the clouds. 5
Be thou exalted, O God, above the heavens: And thy glory above all the earth;

1 Praise ye the LORD. | will praise the LORD with my whole heart, In the assembly
of the upright, and in the congregation. 2 The works of the LORD are great,
Sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 3 His work is honourable and
glorious: And his righteousness endureth for ever. 4 He hath made his
wonderful works to be remembered: The LORD is gracious and full of
compassion.

1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, Praise the name of the
LORD. 2 Blessed be the name of the LORD From this time forth and for evermore.
3 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same The LORD’s name
is to be praised. 4 The LORD is high above all nations, And his glory above the
heavens.

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But unto thy name give glory, For thy mercy,
and for thy truth’s sake.
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Psalm 117:1-2

Psalm 134:1-3

Psalm 136:1-3

Psalm 138:1-3

Psalm 145:1-3

Psalm 145:10—
13

1 O praise the LORD, all ye nations: Praise him, all ye people. 2 For his merciful
kindness is great toward us: And the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise
ye the LORD.

1 Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, Which by night stand in
the house of the LoRD. 2 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, And bless the LORD.
3 The LorD that made heaven and earth Bless thee out of Zion.

1 O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: For his mercy endureth for ever. 2
O give thanks unto the God of gods: For his mercy endureth for ever. 3 O give
thanks to the Lord of lords: For his mercy endureth for ever.

1 1 will praise thee with my whole heart: Before the gods will | sing praise unto
thee. 2 | will worship toward thy holy temple, And praise thy name for thy
lovingkindness and for thy truth: For thou hast magnified thy word above all thy
name. 3 In the day when | cried thou answeredst me, And strengthenedst me
with strength in my soul.

1 1 will extol thee, my God, O king; And | will bless thy name for ever and ever. 2
Every day will | bless thee; And | will praise thy name for ever and ever. 3 Great
is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; And his greatness is unsearchable.

10 All thy works shall praise thee, O LORD; And thy saints shall bless thee. 11
They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, And talk of thy power; 12 To make
known to the sons of men his mighty acts, And the glorious majesty of his
kingdom. 13 Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And thy dominion
endureth throughout all generations.
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Psalm 145:14—
21

Psalm 146:1-10

Psalm 147:1-6

14 The LorD upholdeth all that fall, And raiseth up all those that be bowed
down. 15 The eyes of all wait upon thee; And thou givest them their meat in
due season. 16 Thou openest thine hand, And satisfiest the desire of every
living thing. 17 The LORD is righteous in all his ways, And holy in all his works. 18
The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, To all that call upon him in
truth. 19 He will fulfil the desire of them that fear him: He also will hear their
cry, and will save them. 20 The LORD preserveth all them that love him: But all
the wicked will he destroy. 21 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD: And
let all flesh bless his holy name for ever and ever.

1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul. 2 While | live will | praise the
LorD: | will sing praises unto my God while | have any being. 3 Put not your trust
in princes, Nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help. 4 His breath goeth
forth, he returneth to his earth; In that very day his thoughts perish. 5 Happy is
he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, Whose hope is in the LORD his God: 6
Which made heaven, and earth, The sea, and all that therein is: Which keepeth
truth for ever: 7 Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: Which giveth
food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the prisoners: 8 The LORD openeth the
eyes of the blind: The LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: The LORD loveth
the righteous: 9 The LORD preserveth the strangers; He relieveth the fatherless
and widow: But the way of the wicked he turneth upside down. 10 The LORD
shall reign for ever, Even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the
LORD.

1 Praise ye the LORD: For it is good to sing praises unto our God; For it is
pleasant; and praise is comely. 2 The LoRD doth build up Jerusalem: He
gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. 3 He healeth the broken in heart, And
bindeth up their wounds. 4 He telleth the number of the stars; He calleth them
all by their names. 5 Great is our Lord, and of great power: His understanding is
infinite. 6 The LORD lifteth up the meek: He casteth the wicked down to the
ground.
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Psalm 147:7—-11 7 Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving; Sing praise upon the harp unto our God:

Psalm 147:12—
20

Psalm 148:13—
14

Psalm 149:1-4

Psalm 150:1-2

Psalm 150:6

8 Who covereth the heaven with clouds, Who prepareth rain for the earth, Who
maketh grass to grow upon the mountains. 9 He giveth to the beast his food,
And to the young ravens which cry. 10 He delighteth not in the strength of the
horse: He taketh not pleasure in the legs of a man. 11 The LORD taketh pleasure
in them that fear him, In those that hope in his mercy.

12 Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; Praise thy God, O Zion. 13 For he hath
strengthened the bars of thy gates; He hath blessed thy children within thee. 14
He maketh peace in thy borders, And filleth thee with the finest of the wheat.
15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon earth: His word runneth very
swiftly. 16 He giveth snow like wool: He scattereth the hoarfrost like ashes. 17
He casteth forth his ice like morsels: Who can stand before his cold? 18 He
sendeth out his word, and melteth them: He causeth his wind to blow, and the
waters flow. 19 He sheweth his word unto Jacob, His statutes and his judgments
unto Israel. 20 He hath not dealt so with any nation: And as for his judgments,
they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD.

13 Let them praise the name of the LORD: For his name alone is excellent; His
glory is above the earth and heaven. 14 He also exalteth the horn of his people,
The praise of all his saints; Even of the children of Israel, a people near unto
him. Praise ye the LORD.

1 Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, And his praise in the
congregation of saints. 2 Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: Let the
children of Zion be joyful in their King. 3 Let them praise his name in the dance:
Let them sing praises unto him with the timbrel and harp. 4 For the LORD taketh
pleasure in his people: He will beautify the meek with salvation.

1 Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: Praise him in the firmament of
his power. 2 Praise him for his mighty acts: Praise him according to his excellent
greatness.

Let every thing that hath breath praise the Lord. Praise ye the Lord.
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Calls to Worship, From Books Other Than the Psalms

Exodus 15:1-3 1 Then sang Moses and the children of Israel this song unto the LoRD,

1 Chronicles

16:24-27

1 Chronicles

16:29-31

1 Chronicles

16:34-36

1 Chronicles

29:10-13

and spake, saying, | will sing unto the Lorb, for he hath triumphed
gloriously: the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 2 The
LorD is my strength and song, and he is become my salvation: he is my
God, and | will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and | will
exalt him. 3 The LoORD is a man of war: the LORD is his name.

24 Declare his glory among the heathen; his marvellous works among all
nations. 25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: he also is to
be feared above all gods. 26 For all the gods of the people are idols: but
the LorD made the heavens. 27 Glory and honour are in his presence;
strength and gladness are in his place.

29 Give unto the LoRrD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and
come before him: worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 30 Fear
before him, all the earth: the world also shall be stable, that it be not
moved. 31 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice: and let men
say among the nations, The LORD reigneth.

34 0O give thanks unto the Lorb; for he is good; for his mercy endureth for
ever. 35 And say ye, Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather us
together, and deliver us from the heathen, that we may give thanks to
thy holy name, and glory in thy praise. 36 Blessed be the LorD God of
Israel for ever and ever. And all the people said, Amen, and praised the
LORD.

10 Wherefore David blessed the LorD before all the congregation: and
David said, Blessed be thou, LorD God of Israel our father, for ever and
ever. 11 Thine, O LoORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory,
and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the
earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lorp, and thou art exalted as head
above all. 12 Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest
over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to
make great, and to give strength unto all. 13 Now therefore, our God, we
thank thee, and praise thy glorious name.
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Nehemiah 9:5-5 Then the Levites, Jeshua, and Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabniah, Sherebiah,

6

Isaiah 61:10

Isaiah 63:7—-8

Habakkuk
3:17-18

Malachi 1:11

John 4:23-24

Hodijah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah, said, Stand up and bless the LorD
your God for ever and ever: and blessed be thy glorious name, which is
exalted above all blessing and praise. 6 Thou, even thou, art LORD alone;
thou hast made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the
earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and
thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven worshippeth thee.

| will greatly rejoice in the LorD, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he
hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me
with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with
ornaments, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.

7 1 will mention the lovingkindnesses of the LoRD, and the praises of the
Lorp, according to all that the LorD hath bestowed on us, and the great
goodness toward the house of Israel, which he hath bestowed on them
according to his mercies, and according to the multitude of his
lovingkindnesses. 8 For he said, Surely they are my people, children that
will not lie: so he was their Saviour.

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat;
the flock shall be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the
stalls: 18 Yet | will rejoice in the LorD, | will joy in the God of my
salvation.

For from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same my
name shall be great among the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall
be offered unto my name, and a pure offering: for my name shall be
great among the heathen, saith the LoRD of hosts.

23 But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to
worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship
him in spirit and in truth.
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Romans
11:33-36

Ephesians
5:17-20

Colossians

3:16-17

Hebrews
12:28-29

33 0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out! 34
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his
counsellor? 35 Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be
recompensed unto him again? 36 For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.

17 Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the
Lord is. 18 And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled
with the Spirit; 19 Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord; 20
Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ;

16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatsoever ye do in
word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
and the Father by him.

28 Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us
have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear: 29 For our God is a consuming fire.

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,

that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

1 Peter 2:9-10 9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a

peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 10 Which in time
past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
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Revelation

15:3-4

Revelation

19:4-5

Revelation

19:6—7

3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God
Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 4 Who shall not
fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all
nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made
manifest.

4 And the four and twenty elders and the four beasts fell down and
worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying, Amen; Alleluia. 5 And a
voice came out of the throne, saying, Praise our God, all ye his servants,
and ye that fear him, both small and great.

6 And | heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice
of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia:
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 7 Let us be glad and rejoice, and
give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife
hath made herself ready.
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Calls to Worship, With an Evangelistic Appeal or to Call People to a Fresh Encounter with God

Isaiah 1:16—-19 16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before
mine eyes; cease to do evil; 17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the
oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, and let us
reason together, saith the LORD: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as
white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 19 If ye
be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

Isaiah 2:3-5 3 And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain
of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,
and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 And he shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people: and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come ye, and let us
walk in the light of the LORD.

Isaiah 30:18 And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and
therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a
God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him.

Isaiah 40:28—31 28 Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the everlasting God, the
LoRrD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is weary? there
is no searching of his understanding. 29 He giveth power to the faint; and to
them that have no might he increaseth strength. 30 Even the youths shall faint
and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: 31 But they that wait upon
the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles;
they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.

Isaiah 45:22-23 22 Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and
there is none else. 23 | have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth
in righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every
tongue shall swear.
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Isaiah 55:1-2 1 Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no
money; come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money
and without price. 2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread?
and your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and
eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.

Isaiah 55:6—-11 6 Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye upon him while he is near: 7
Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let
him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for
he will abundantly pardon. 8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts. 10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and
returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: 11 So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but
it shall accomplish that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto
| sent it.

Matthew 11:28-28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you

30 rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in
heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.

Matthew 18:20 For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am | in the
midst of them.

Philippians 4:6— 6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with
7 thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 7 And the peace of

God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus.
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Hebrews 4:14— 14 Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens,

16 Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not an high
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.

Hebrews 10:19— 19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of
22 Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through

the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high priest over the house of
God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water.

James 5:16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be
healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

1 Peter 5:6—-7 6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may
exalt you in due time: 7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.

1John3:1-3 1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because
it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet
appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And every man that hath this hope in
him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

Revelation 22:17 And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of

life freely.
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Calls to Worship for Easter

Matthew 28:5—65 And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for | know

that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. 6 He is not here: for he is risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.

John 20:26-28 26 And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them:
then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace
be unto you. 27 Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold
my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not
faithless, but believing. 28 And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord
and my God.

Acts 2:22-24 22 Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of
God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in
the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know: 23 Him, being delivered by the
determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked
hands have crucified and slain: 24 Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it.

Acts 2:36 Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

1 Peter 1:3—4 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his
abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled,
and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,
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Revelation 5:5— 5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe

10

of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the
seven seals thereof. 6 And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of
the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God
sent forth into all the earth. 7 And he came and took the book out of the right
hand of him that sat upon the throne. 8 And when he had taken the book, the
four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, having every
one of them harps, and golden vials full of odours, which are the prayers of
saints. 9 And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation; 10 And
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we shall reign on the earth.
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Calls to Worship for Thanksgiving

Deuteronomy
8:11-18

Psalm 92:1

Psalm 97:12

Psalm 118:1

Psalm 140:3

11 Beware that thou forget not the LORD thy God, in not keeping his
commandments, and his judgments, and his statutes, which | command thee
this day: 12 Lest when thou hast eaten and art full, and hast built goodly
houses, and dwelt therein; 13 And when thy herds and thy flocks multiply, and
thy silver and thy gold is multiplied, and all that thou hast is multiplied; 14 Then
thine heart be lifted up, and thou forget the LORD thy God, which brought thee
forth out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage; 15 Who led thee
through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and
scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth
water out of the rock of flint; 16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna,
which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might
prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end; 17 And thou say in thine heart,
My power and the might of mine hand hath gotten me this wealth. 18 But thou
shalt remember the LORD thy God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get
wealth, that he may establish his covenant which he sware unto thy fathers, as
it is this day.

A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day. It is a good thing to give thanks unto the
LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High:

Rejoice in the LORD, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of his
holiness.

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for
ever.

They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their
lips. Selah.
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Jeremiah 30:19 And out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of them that make
merry: and | will multiply them, and they shall not be few; | will also glorify
them, and they shall not be small.

Ephesians 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ;

1 Thessalonians 16 Rejoice evermore. 17 Pray without ceasing. 18 In every thing give thanks: for
5:16-19 this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 19 Quench not the Spirit.

Hebrews 13:15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is,
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.

Revelation 7:12 Saying, Amen: Blessing, and glory, and wisdom, and thanksgiving, and honour,
and power, and might, be unto our God for ever and ever. Amen.
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Calls to Worship for Christmas

Matthew 2:1-2

Matthew 2:10—
11

Luke 1:31-33

Luke 1:34-38

Luke 1:68-70

1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the
king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, 2 Saying, Where
is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.

10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. 11 And when
they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and
shalt call his name JESUS. 32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the
Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: 33
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there
shall be no end.

34 Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing | know not a man?
35 And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon
thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. 36 And,
behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and
this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing
shall be impossible. 38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it
unto me according to thy word. And the angel departed from her.

68 Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his
people, 69 And hath raised up an horn of salvation for us in the house of his
servant David; 70 As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have
been since the world began:
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Luke 2:11-14

Luke 2:15-20

Luke 2:25-32

Luke 2:36—38

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. 12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the angel
a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 14 Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven,
the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and
see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.
16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying
in a manger. 17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the
saying which was told them concerning this child. 18 And all they that heard it
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary
kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told unto them.

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and
the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and
the Holy Ghost was upon him. 26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy
Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. 27
And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the
child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, 28 Then took he him up in
his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant
depart in peace, according to thy word: 30 For mine eyes have seen thy
salvation, 31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 32 A light
to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe
of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from
her virginity; 37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which
departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night
and day. 38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord,
and spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
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