An Interview Form For

Long-time Church Members
Understanding Our Story and How Our History Impacts Us Today

NAME:

1. What decade of life are you in?
2. Did you grow up in this church? Yes: No:
3. Year I started attending this church:

4. What is the biggest way this church has changed you can remember?

5. The thrill of victory... What is the best period in the church’s history
(during your time here) and what made it so great? Who were the heroes
during that time? (It is OK to use the back)

6. The agony of defeat... What memory does this church work hard to never
repeat? Is there an ongoing pattern which needs to be corrected? Or, some-
thing that went wrong in the past and we over-corrected?

7. Why have you stayed in this church through the years? What keeps you
here?

8. What stories about the church (positive or negative) are often told here?
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Long-Time Member Interview Form, continued

9. Are there any commonly heard sayings commonly heard here which ex-
press the church’s ideas about how things ought to be done? These may be
good or bad. Examples of sayings include:

0 Oh yes, please do sit here. We don’t save seats in our church. We’re glad to
have you, today.

0 This church isn’t in the real estate business; so, we don’t need to buy that
adjoining property.

0 One day the sun will never set on the ministry of this church; we’re pray-
ing that God will call some of our children into missions.

0 We’ve never done it that way before.
At this church, we don’t talk about people; we talk to people.

10. Please give me some examples of experiences or classes that helped you
and members of your family grow in faith? Can you give an example of how
the Lord worked in your life or you were helped?

11. If you were to write a book about our church history, what would two or
three of the chapters be named?

17




