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Ideas for Your Summer Sermon Series

During summer our church members, with vacations and sports, are in and out of the services. (Some of

them are like that all year!) So, it can be difficult to preach a series in which one sermon builds on the one

previous, or one in which they will need all the “parts” from every Sunday. So, what can we do? One ap-

proach is to preach multiple “stand-alone” sermons. And, one can preach on a theme with messages which

are not dependent upon the others in the series. Here are some ideas:

Summer in the Psalms

At ten per summer, there are enough Psalms to do
this series for fifteen years. While that may not be a
good idea the point is, there are plenty to choose
from!

You could preach on selected Psalms, perhaps the
familiar Psalms or maybe like this:

® Independence Day: Psalm 2

e When You Are Afraid: 27

e When You’ve Been Betrayed: 55

e When Your World’s Been Rocked: 46

o When You’ve Sinned: 32, 51

® A Near Miss: When You’ve Doubted: 73

e A Psalm for Parents: 78, 127

e When God Has Put You in Time Out: 137, 102

e When You’re Under Stress: 62

e When It’s Time to Count Your Blessings: 103

You could preach a series on one type of Psalm. For
example, the Psalms of Ascent—those Psalms sung
by God’s people on the way to Jerusalem for the
festivals and holy days. These are labeled as such
and are found in Psalms 120-134.

You might choose a representative selec-
tion from each of the various types of
Psalms. For example, one sermon could be
on “What’s Up With Those Imprecatory
Psalms?” (Psalms 7, 35, 69, 109).

Other suitable types of Psalms include:
e Hallelujah Psalms: 106, 111-113, 116-
117, 135, 146-150

e Life Events of David: Psalms 3, 7, 18, 34, 51, 52,
54,56, 57,59, 60, 63, 142

e Messianic: 2, 22, 45,72, 89, 110, 118, 132

e Psalms of Lament: Psalms 3-7, 9, 12, 22, 102

® Psalms of Praise: 135, 145-150

e Psalms of Thanksgiving: 30, 103, 112-118, 136

® Psalms of Trust: 11, 23, 46-47,91, 121, 131

e Penitential Psalms: 6, 32, 38, 51, 130, 137, 143

e Royal Psalms: Psalms 2, 18, 110

e Salvation History: 8, 105, 106, 135, 136

e Wisdom Psalms: 1, 15, 36-37, 73, 112, 119, 127,
128,133

Truths We Believe

One could preach a summer series on “Crucial
Christian Beliefs.” Biblical doctrines are not general-
ly treated comprehensively in a single passage, but
are addressed in in bits and pieces to meet the
needs of the readers. Doctrinal preaching requires
us to look at more than one passage. If your custom
is to preach through books of the Bible (an excellent
practice!), summer is an opportunity to preach
more topically (i.e. use multiple passages). It’s OK;
this is how the apostles preached. Acts
doesn’t record an apostle preaching
through a book of the Bible.

A Study in the Christian Graces
Patience, kindness, gentleness, etc. The
PowerGraces booklet at Small Town
Baptist .Net provides helpful ideas for
this series. You can download it HERE.


https://smalltownbaptist.net/pdf/powergraces/powergraces.pdf

Tracing a Reoccurring Phrase

An example: “God is faithful.”

God is Faithful:

® To His Promises: 2 Corinthians 1:15-24 or
Hebrews 10:23)

® When We're Tempted: 1 Corinthians 10:13

® When We Sin: 1 John 1:9

® In Our Growth Process: 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24

® To Guard Us From the Devil: 2 Thessalonians 3:3

e When We Suffer: 1 Peter 4:19

Another example would be “In Christ/in Him.”
® Every Blessing in Christ: Ephesians 1:3

e Redeemed in Christ: Ephesians 1:7

e Justified in Christ: Romans 3:24

e Eternal Life in Christ: Romans 6:23

e Sanctified in Christ: 1 Corinthians 1:2

e Reconciled in Christ: 2 Corinthians 5:19, Eph. 2:13
® Received the Spirit in Christ: Galatians 2:4

® Created for Good Works: Ephesians 2:10

® Peace in Christ: Philippians 4:7

e Love in Christ: 1 Timothy 1:14

e Life in Christ: 2 Timothy 1:1

And yet another, God’s Grace:

® Saving Grace: Ephesians 2:8-10, Romans 11:6

e Strengthening Grace: 2 Timothy 2:1-10, esp. 1;
1 Peter 5:10

e Grace that Will Build You Up: Acts 20:32

e Serving Grace: 2 Corinthians 9:8; 1 Peter 4:10

® The Grace of Giving: 2 Corinthains 8:1-7, esp. 7

e Sufficient Grace: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10, esp. 9

® Encouraging Grace: 2 Thessalonians 2:16

® Celestial Grace: 1 Peter 5:10

® Embrace the Grace: Hebrews 4:16; Acts 13:43;
2 Peter 3:18

Attributes of God
This site offers a free booklet on the qualities of
God, which you can download HERE.

Topics in Proverbs
There is a booklet available on this site on the

themes of Proverbs which you will find HERE.

The Bible Speaks to Life’s Problems

These might include:

e Anger: Ephesians 4:26-32

® You've Suffered a Serious Blow: Psalm 46:1-11
® You Feel like an Outcast: Psalm 31:9-20

® Depression: 1 Kings 19:1-18

® Betrayal: Psalm 55

e Agitated and Wanting Peace: Philippians 4:6-9
e Grief: John 11:17-44

e Shame: Genesis 3:1-10

e Adjusting to Unwanted Change: Jeremiah 29:1-14

A Series of Character Studies:

You could call it Biblical Biography. Of course some
lives, like those of David and Joseph, would require
their own series. But there are other people, with
what we find in the Biblical material, whose lives
could be covered in a single stand-alone message.

A Series of “How To” Sermons:

e How to Get Started in Bible Study

e How to Pray for Your Lost Friends

e How to Know What to Say When You Praise

e How to Begin a Gospel Conversation

e How to Be an Encourager

e How to Reach & Minister Through Your Sunday
School Class (Using the “One another” verses)

Summer is a great time to shake up the routine — to take a simpler approach than your usual deep one, or,

if you generally need to keep things simple, to challenge your members with the meatier things of the Word.

If you preach through books of the Bible, it’s a great time to preach topically. It might be helpful to your flock

to hear your message in a fresh way. It helps keep things fresh for you, too. =
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