Five Snapshots for Sermon Planning
Below are five ways at looking at a balanced diet for preaching throughout the year.
Don’t get bogged down in the details; just look for ideas that stand out as the Lord leads you.

Things The
Bible Gives Us

Doctrines for Believing Principles for Living Stories for lllustrating (character studies, history)
Seed for Regenerating Mirror for Revealing Sword for Penetrating Lamp for Guiding
Food for the Soul Milk for Babies Honey for Delighting Meat for the Mature
Correcting & Restoring Training & Equipping Encourage & Console Hope
Edification Worship: Encountering & Connecting with God

Disciple’s
Cross

(Nav Wheel)

Christ (the Hub: The Lordship of Christ, Spirit-filled life, Delighting in God, Worship & Praise)
Bible Study (downward spoke) Prayer (upward spoke)
Fellowship (side spoke) Witnessing (side spoke)
Obedience (where the wheel meets the road)

Biblical Periods

1. Beginnings (Genesis, Job) 2. Deliverance and Spiritual Formation (Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy) 3. Into the Promised Land (joshua) 4. Drift into Pluralism (Judges, Ruth)
5. United Kingdom —cings Established: First king, Saul; greatest king, David; wisest King, Solomon (I & II
Samuel, | & Kings 1-11, | & II Chronicles, most Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs); 6. Divided
Kingdom and Decay (I Kings 12ff, Il Kings, | Chronicles, Il Chronicles, Prophets: Jonah, Hosea, Amos, Isaiah,
Micah, Nahum, Obadiah, Habakkuk, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Joel) 7. Judgment and Exile (Ezekiel, Esther,
Daniel) 8. Return and Rebuilding (Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi)
9. Messiah’s Arrival, Ministry, and Redemptive Work (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Acts 1)
10. The Church (Acts, All epistles Romans through Jude, Revelation 1-3) Coming Soon: Christ’s Return
and Eternal Reign (Matthew 24-25, | Thessalonians 4-5, Il Thessalonians 2, Revelation, and more)

Biblical Doctrines

The Word of God (inspiration, authority, the canon, clarity, sufficiency); God (His existence, triune
nature, attributes & character, names, knowability); God the Father; God the Son—the Person of
Christ (full deity of Christ, full humanity of Christ, preexistence, incarnation, unity of two natures,
sinlessness, atonement, resurrection, did He descend to hell?, ascension, offices of prophet, priest &
king, His exalted state); God the Holy Spirit (who He is, His indwelling, His filling, His empowering, His
gifts); Angels; Satan and Demons; Man (created in God’s image, male & female, spirit, soul, & body
or soul/spirit & body?, the institution of the family, how we inherit sin); The Fall and Sin (original
sin—sin imputed to us from Adam & a sinful nature inherited from Adam, the nature of sin, personal
sin, the seriousness of sin); Providence; Prayer; Miracles; Salvation (meaning of election & predesti-
nation, calling, regeneration, conversion, repentance, faith, justification, adoption, baptism of the
Spirit, union with Christ, sanctification, perseverance of the saints, glorification); The Church (its
Master, mission, government, offices, the Lord’s Day, church discipline, worship, spiritual gifts); The
Ordinances of the church (baptism and the Lord’s supper); Evangelism & Missions (the mandate for
world evangelization, the meaning of missions, stewardship, cooperation); The Christian in the
World (Christian citizenship, religious liberty, war & peace); The Second Coming of Christ and the
eternal state (when & how, at any time?, rapture, tribulation period?, millennium?, resurrection(s),
the intermediate state—what happens between death and resurrection, judgment(s), heaven, hell).

Sermon

Types

Evangelistic Call to Consecration & Spiritual Growth Doctrinal
To Inspire Adoration & Worship Biblical Morality and Character
Biblical Solutions to Life Problems Encouragement & Comfort
Vision for Ministry of the Church




