Calling out the Called

Calling Out the Called is a term
which has been used for many
years by Baptists and others be-
lievers who proclaim the gospel. It
refers to the church's work in pro-
moting the Great Commission, in
challenging believers to join the
cause, and affirming the call of
God upon the lives of those the
Lord has chosen for this service.
In turn, such people will come to
understand ministry or missions
to be God’s will for their lives.

In a book chapter with the title,
“Calling Out the Called,” L. R.
Scarborough writes:

"There is a human side to a divine
call. God calls and man calls out. It
is doubted whether there is a
preacher or missionary in all the
world who was not influenced by
some word of some wise friend or
loved one at the time of his surren-
der to God’s will." *

Zscarborough, L.R.; White, Thomas; Patterson, Paige (2011-06-
03). Calling Out the Called. Seminary Hill Press. (Kindle Loca-
tions 722-724).
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A Great Commission Church

A Great Commission Church calls peo-
ple to Christ and gives money in sup-
port of missions. But it is also a send-
ing church. It deploys its members in
witness and on mission trips. It cele-
brates when a member is called to
ministry or missions. it prays for God
to send out laborers from their own
church family.
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Prayer Guide
Calling Out the Called

“The harvest truly is great, but the
laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.” — Luke 10:2, NKJV
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Vocational Ministry

Every follower of Christ is called
to minister, regardless of his or
her vocation. In fact, the word,
vocation means calling. All believ-
ers should seek to be in the voca-
tion to which God has called them
Some, however, are called to min-
istry as a career.

Some who are called into voca-
tional ministry, experience their
call in their days as a high school
or college students. And just as a
high percentage of college stu-
dents change their majors during
this period of life, many will go
through a period in which they
struggle to understand God’s call
upon their lives.

Some have just started a career, or
are well-established in a career —
and then sense the call to minis-
try. Ministry becomes a career
change.

Let’s be very clear at this point:
vocational ministry is not a higher
calling than bi-vocational minis-
try. It is simply a specific type of
calling.

Included under the heading, voca-
tional ministry, are those who will
serve the Lord in various ministry
capacities. Besides pastors, these
may include:

Chaplains (hospital, military)

Christian Counselors
College Campus Ministers
Directors of Missions
Denominational Workers
Discipleship Pastors
Evangelism

Executive Pastors
Preschool, Children’s Ministers
Family Pastors

Men’s, Women’s Ministry
Ministers of Education
Missionaries

Missions Pastors
Seminary Professors
Senior Adult Pastors
Student Ministers
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Worship Leaders

The call to vocational ministry
includes the call to prepare and to
seek training appropriate to one’s
specific calling. This will vary.
Some get a degree in a ‘secular’
field, then attend seminary. Some
attend a Christian college or Bible
college and get a bachelor’s degree
in Christian ministry. Some, clear
on their call from the beginning,
major in Christian Studies at a
Christian university, then go to
seminary. Seminary (or divinity
school) involves a three-year mas-
ter’s degree. Some will then go on
further to earn a doctorate.

Prayer Guidance
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Pray for those who, as of yet, are
oblivious to God's call... and for
those who are just beginning to
get an inkling of it.

Pray for those for whom this
would represent a career change.
Ask God to help them to know
for sure.

Some may need to go back to
school to secure training. Con-
cern about providing for one’s
family may give some pause.
Pray for those for whom this
would mean making less money
and a simpler lifestyle. Ask God
to show them why the sacrifices
will be worth it.

Pray for those who are still stu-
dents. Ask God to clarify His will
so clearly they never doubt their
call.

Ask God to lead them to know
how to plan their college or sem-
inary training exactly right for
them.

Ask God to give them a realistic
picture of what it will vocational
ministry will be like.

Ask God to send them affirming
voices and confirming circum-
stances.



