day in and day out, it’s mainly

very hard work. Ask God to send
faithful men who won’t be easily

discouraged or quit.

¢ Pray for the pastor and his wife
to have sweet, rich quiet times.
¢ Ask God to send them affirming

voices and confirming circum-
stances, as they consider His call.

A Great Commission Church

A Great Commission Church calls
people to Christ and gives money in
support of missions. But it is also a
sending church. It deploys its mem-
bers in witness and on mission trips.
It celebrates when a member is
called to ministry or missions; it
prays for God to send out laborers
from their own church family.

My aim is to preach the gospel where
Christ has not been named, so that I
will not build on someone else’s foun-

dation. — Romans 15:20

Calling out the Called

Calling Out the Called is a term
which has been used for many years
by Baptists and others believers who
proclaim the gospel. It refers to the
church's work in promoting the
Great Commission, in challenging
believers to join the cause, and
affirming the call of God upon the
lives of those the Lord has chosen
for this service. In turn, such people
will come to understand ministry or
missions to be God’s will for their

lives.

In a book chapter with the title,
“Calling Out the Called,” L. R. Scar-
borough writes:

"There is a human side to a divine
call. God calls and man calls out. It is
doubted whether there is a preacher
or missionary in all the world who
was not influenced by some word of
some wise friend or loved one at the
time of his surrender to God’s will."”

2Scarborough, L.R.; White, Thomas; Patterson, Paige
(2011-06-03). Calling Out the Called. Seminary Hill Press.
(Kindle Locations 722-724).
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Calling Out the Called

“The harvest truly is great, but the
laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord
of the harvest to send out laborers into
His harvest.” — Luke 10:2, NKJV




Church Planters

A Church Planter is a pastor who
starts a new church. Often, this is
in a new work area, in a communi-
ty without a gospel preaching
church. Sometimes, the church is
established to reach a people
group which speaks a different
heart language or practices the
same national customs.

There are other ways new church-
es get started — church splits are a
common example. However,
church planting is the intentional
attempt to reach unreached peo-
ple.

Church Planting Process

There is a process of steps, often
described as mile markers, which
church planters go through.

¢ First, there is a planting pastor
who has a burden for a place or
a people.

¢ In Southern Baptist life, before
one receives funding, there is
an assessment of this person’s
suitability for church planting.
This is fairly rigorous and is
considered one of three keys to
a successful plant.

¢ A second key is training. Be-
cause church planting involves

steps not needed in established
churches, this is vital.

The third vital key is for the
Church Planter to be assigned a
coach. This is because church
planting can be very discourag-
ing and because there are many
temptations to skip a step.

The planting pastor carefully
studies the community and be-
gins to develop a strategy to
reach the people.

The pastor enlists a launch
team. Sometimes, people will
move to a new city and find
jobs there to be a part.

The launch team meets for Bi-
ble study and prayer. The pas-
tor trains the launch team.

A complete strategy and budget
are developed.

They secure a place to meet.

The launch team has pre-
launch events, like block par-
ties, to introduce the church to
the community and to meet
people.

There are stand-alone preview
services as test runs and sneak
peeks.

There is advertising in the
community.

Finally, when the time is ripe,
there is Launch Sunday.
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Prayer Guidance

¢ Pray for God to raise up church
planters with a heart to reach

new people.

¢ Pray for planters to be willing to
go to under-reached places.
There are “new work areas”
with a very small number of gos-
pel-preaching churches. But this
is so much better than starting
yet another church at home to
compete with other churches!

¢ The planter’s wife must be fully
share the call. They may be far
from family and be very lonely.
The work can be slow and dis-
couraging. Pray for her as she
considers this call.

¢ A planting pastor must generally
raise support from other part-
ners, in addition to the denomi-
nation. Each supporting church
will want to sense a connection
to the church. Pray for the plant-
er to love his partners and use
their money — instead of the
other way around.

¢ As one looks from the outside,
there may seem to be a bit of
glamour in church planting. But,



