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¨ Pray for those who are feeling 

overwhelmed by all the steps 

involved. 

¨ Pray for those who have clearly 

heard the call, but who are still 

resisting. This may due to fear 

or concerns about their fami-

lies. 

¨ Ask God to send them affirming 

voices and confirming circum-

stances. 

 

A Great Commission Church 

A Great Commission Church calls 

people to Christ and gives money 

in support of missions. But it is 

also a sending church. It deploys 

its members in witness and on 

mission trips. It celebrates when a 

member is called to ministry or 

missions; it prays for God to send 

out laborers from their own 

church family. 

Praye r 	 Gu ide  
Calling Out the Called  

“The harvest truly is great, but the 

laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into 

His harvest.” — Luke 10:2, NKJV 

C a l l i n g  o u t  t h e  C a l l e d  

Calling Out the Called is a term 

which has been used for many years 

by Baptists and others believers who 

proclaim the gospel. It refers to the 

church's work in promoting the 

Great Commission, in challenging 

believers to join the cause, and 

affirming the call of God upon the 

lives of those the Lord has chosen 

for this service. In turn, such people 

will come to understand ministry or 

missions to be God’s will for their 

lives. 

 In a book chapter with the title, 

“Calling Out the Called,” L. R. Scar-

borough writes: 

"There is a human side to a divine 

call. God calls and man calls out. It is 

doubted whether there is a preacher 

or missionary in all the world who 

was not influenced by some word of 

some wise friend or loved one at the 

time of his surrender to God’s 

will." 1 

3 Scarborough, L.R.; White, Thomas; PaƩerson, Paige (2011-06-
03). Calling Out the Called. Seminary Hill Press. (Kindle Loca-
Ɵons 722-724). 
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MISSIONARIES 



A s k i n g  G o d  t o  C a l l  O u t  
M i s s i o n a r i e s  
“A missionary is anyone sent by 

the Lord to establish a new Chris-

tian witness where such a witness 

is yet unknown. Traditionally de-

fined missionary activity usually 

involves leaving our own immedi-

ate culture for another, taking the 

Gospel to people who differ in at 

least one aspect—such as lan-

guage, nationality, race or tribe—

from our own ethnic group.” 1  

Missions is evangelism which 

crosses language, cultural and/or 

geographical boundaries. 

Thus, missions doesn’t “begin at 

home.” World evangelization be-

gins at home. But, by definition 

missions happens somewhere else 

and engages people unlike our-

selves. As Gordon Olson has writ-

ten:  

If every Christian is already con-

sidered a missionary, then all can 

stay put where they are, and no-

body needs to get up and go any-

where to preach the gospel. But if 

our only concern is to witness 

where we are, how will people in 

unevangelized areas ever hear the 

gospel? The present uneven distri-

bution of Christians and opportuni-

ties to hear the gospel of Christ 

will continue unchanged… So in 

P r a y e r  G u i d a n c e  
¨ Pray for those who, as of yet, are 

oblivious to God's call to mis-

sions. Pray also for those who 

are just beginning to get an ink-

ling of God’s call. 

¨ Ask God to plant within them a 

burden to reach a particular peo-

ple group, giving a desire to see 

that people group come to 

Christ. 

¨ Many called to missions have 

already answered the call to 

ministry and are faithfully serv-

ing a local church. Ask God to 

guide such people into this next 

step for their lives. 

¨ Ask God to call out people with 

specialized training — such as in 

medicine and agriculture — to 

assist others around the world. 

¨ Families must share this call. 

Ask God to assure the hearts of 

spouses who aren’t as far along 

in accepting God’s assignment.  

¨ Ask God to give them a realistic 

picture of what it will be like 

and to show them why the sacri-

fices will be worth it. 

¨ Pray for parents/grandparents 

who will be tempted to discour-

age this call. This is hard for 

them.  

reality the idea every Christian is a 

missionary is a “cop out.” It avoids 

responsibility for more than three 

and a half billion people who are 

not being effectively evangelized 

today. It means direct disobedience 

to the “Go” of the Great Commis-

sion! 2  

This is why missionaries are so 

important! Cross-cultural ministry 

requires a certain gift-mix. It re-

quires committing to a process to 

learn a new language and a new 

culture. 

Missions requires a very large 

commitment: A willingness to 

adapt, to be away from family, and 

from the conveniences to which 

has become accustomed. It’s a sac-

rifice for parents of the missionar-

ies and grandparents of their chil-

dren; they also send. It demands 

that everyone value, above all else, 

being in the center of God’s will 

over being at our home. 

 

 

1 K.P. Yohannan, Revolution in World Missions, page 160. 
gfa Books, A Division of Gospel for Asia ©2002  
2 Olson, C. Gordon (2012-02-10). What in the World is God 
Doing?: An Introduction to World Missions (Kindle Loca-
tions 470-482). Kindle Edition.  


