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A Great Commission Church 

A Great Commission Church calls 

people to Christ and gives money 

in support of missions. But it is 

also a sending church. It deploys 

its members in witness and on 

mission trips. It celebrates when a 

member is called to ministry or 

missions; it prays for God to send 

out laborers from their own 

church family. 

 

For some, God’s call to ministry 

may suddenly and dramatically 

interrupt the course of their lives. 

For others, it may seem to come 

most naturally — as a growing but 

clear understanding. There are all 

kinds of ways people experience 

God’s call. And yet, when it is all 

said and done, each minister of the 

gospel feels that he could never do 

anything else and be happy. 

 

Praye r 	 Gu ide  
Calling Out the Called  

“The harvest truly is great, but the 

laborers are few; therefore pray the Lord 

of the harvest to send out laborers into 

His harvest.” — Luke 10:2, NKJV 

C a l l i n g  o u t  t h e  C a l l e d  

Calling Out the Called is a term 

which has been used for many years 

by Baptists and others believers who 

proclaim the gospel. It refers to the 

church's work in promoting the 

Great Commission, in challenging 

believers to join the cause, and 

affirming the call of God upon the 

lives of those the Lord has chosen 

for this service. In turn, such people 

will come to understand ministry or 

missions to be God’s will for their 

lives. 

 In a book chapter with the title, 

“Calling Out the Called,” L. R. Scar-

borough writes: 

"There is a human side to a divine 

call. God calls and man calls out. It is 

doubted whether there is a preacher 

or missionary in all the world who 

was not influenced by some word of 

some wise friend or loved one at the 

time of his surrender to God’s will." 1 

1 Scarborough, L.R.; White, Thomas; PaƩerson, Paige (2011-06-
03). Calling Out the Called. Seminary Hill Press. (Kindle Loca-
Ɵons 722-724). 
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Experiencing	God’s	Call 



E x p e r i e n c i n g  G o d ’ s  C a l l  

Every believer is gifted for service 

by the Holy Spirit and placed in 

the body of Christ to serve. How-

ever, some believers are called to 

ministry as a vocation, to leader-

ship roles. When such people re-

ceive a call to ministry, they may 

experience: 

à An intensifying desire to serve. 

à An deep sense of fulfillment in 

serving the Lord in a particular 

area of ministry. 

à Affirmation by others of their 

spiritual giftedness. 

à There may be a sense that eve-

rything has come together into 

one package regarding one’s 

spiritual gifts, natural talents, 

and learned skills. 

à Vision to expand their ministry, 

to do more in an area of service. 

à An increased burden for a peo-

ple or a place. 

à There is this clear inward sense 

of being called to the Ministry. 

à It may seem like God “simply 

won’t drop the subject.” 

à God’s call to ministry often un-

folds in a process, with an in-

creasing awareness and a grow-

ing acceptance. 

P r a y e r  G u i d a n c e :  

¨ Pray for those who, as of yet, are 

oblivious to God's call…. And for 

those who are just beginning to 

get an inkling of God’s call. 

¨ For those who are coming to 

understand, but feel over-

whelmed. 

¨ For those who have clearly 

heard the call, but who are still 

resisting. This may due to fear 

or concerns for their families. 

¨ Pray for those who need their 

circumstances at work to change 

just enough to make their next 

step possible. 

¨ Pray for those who are tempted 

to dismiss their calling as a sec-

ond class lifestyle — for them to 

see it as good. 

¨ Families must share the call. Ask 

God to assure the hearts of their 

wives as they affirm the call. Ask 

God to give them a realistic pic-

ture of what it will be like and to 

show them why the sacrifices 

will be worth it. 

¨ Ask God to send them confirm-

ing voices and confirming cir-

cumstances. 

¨ Ask God to clarify the vision of 

the people He is calling to this 

work. 

Next Steps  

There is a wide array of ways in 

which God calls people to serve 

Him. Some of these involve bring-

ing existing skills into the service 

of Christ. Sometimes, it is simply  

a matter of continuing doing what 

one has been doing for some time, 

but now in the context of the 

Lord’s church.  

While many skills may transfer 

right over, still the church is not a 

business, and the Lord’s work 

must be done in the Lord’s way. 

Talent is not enough. Great gifted-

ness is not enough. Everyone, es-

pecially those who will teach the 

Scripture, should take advantage 

of Bible-based training, from a 

solid source. Not only do our six 

Southern Baptist Seminaries have 

campuses, but they have exten-

sions and online courses available. 

The same can be said of our Bap-

tist colleges. The call to ministry is 

also the call to prepare.  


