The Priesthood of All Believers
1 Peter 2:4 -10

One of the doctrines confessed by protestants and evangelicals, including Southern Baptists, is
that of the Priesthood of All Believers. What is meant by this term? Two things:

1. Since Jesus Christ is our great high priest, all believers have access to God through Him,

without having to approach God through another human being. And...

2. A priest is someone who represents God to humanity and humanity to God. We share in the

priestly ministry of Christ as His people.

The term, “Priesthood of All Believers” refers to what takes place in and through the Christian

community in the context of ministry.

In discussing the priesthood of all believ-
ers, we refer first to the believer hav-

ing access to God. This access is secured by
Christ’s gracious work on the cross. “We
have confidence to enter the holy place by
the blood of Jesus” (Hebrews 10:19, NASB).
In fact, we are invited to “approach the

throne of grace with boldness” (Hebrews
4:16).

This access is to God and is the work of
God. Each Person of the Trinity is directly
involved: “Through him [Jesus] we both
[Jews and Gentile believers] have access in
one Spirit to the Father” (Ephesians 2:18).

We may go further and state that this ac-
cess to God is a direct access. Direct, that
is, through Christ — and without the inter-
vention of any other human. “For there is
one God and one Mediator between God
and men, the man Jesus Christ” (1 Timothy

2:5).

As believers, our priestly ministry is one of
sacrifice. The first — and foremost — sacri-
fice offered up by the Christian is himself.

Paul told the Roman believers, to, “Present

your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy, ac-
ceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service" (Romans 12:1, NASB).

There are also other spiritual sacrifices. We
are set aside as, “A holy priesthood to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 2:5).

Prayer is such a sacrifice. Revelation 8:3

provides an example: “Then another angel,
having a golden censer, came and stood at
the altar. And he was given much incense,
that he should offer it with the prayers of
all the saints upon the golden altar which
was before the throne.” Who offers sacri-
fices in the Bible, but priests. Notice the
priestly implements: the censer and altar.
It is a picture for the intercessory prayers
of believers.

There is the sacrifice of praise. The writer
of Hebrews urged us to, “Continually offer
the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the
fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His
name” (Hebrews 13:15). One may wonder

why praise would be considered a sacrifice.
To praise God, one must take time and ex-
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pend the effort to give concentrated
thought to God. To many in our busy gener-
ation, this would certainly feel like a sacri-
fice!

Giving is also a spiritual sacrifice. Paul re-
ported back to the church at Philippi that
gifts sent by the hands of one of their
members, were, “a sweet aroma, an ac-
ceptable sacrifice, well pleasing to

God” (Philippians 4:18).

Believers are priests as they represent oth-
ers before God. For example, as the believer
appeals to God in intercession. The Bible
requires, “That supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions and giving of thanks be made
for all men?” (1 Timothy 2:1).

There is an anointing. Old Testament
priests were anointed with oil. In the New
Testament, believers have an anointing
from God: “The anointing you have re-
ceived from Him abides in you, and you do
not need that anyone teach you; but as the
same anointing teaches you concerning all
things” (1 John 2:26-27). John tells the
church that the Spirit’s anointing rendered

them able to discern false teaching when
they saw it. They shouldn’t need someone
else to expose a false prophet.

Believer-priests represent God to the world.
Peter says you are called out from the
world, “so that you may proclaim the prais-
es of the one who called you out of dark-
ness into his marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
Evangelism is the great priestly work of
the Christian church.

Now, there are a couple of clarifications
which enter into this subject.

First, the biblical concept is the priesthood

of All believers, NOT, “The Priesthood of
THE Believer.” It does not mean, “I am my
own priest.” It doesn’t mean a church isn’t
free to define the boundaries of its fellow-
ship. It doesn’t mean a church doesn’t have
leaders or that its members may each be-
lieve their “own truth.” Numbers 16 rec-
ords an example of this error, involving the
sons of Korah.

Instead, the term, Priesthood of All Believ-
ers” refers to what takes place in and
through the Christian community in the
context of ministry. Priests represent God
to people through evangelism and repre-
sent people to God in intercessory prayer.
One may not take this doctrine out of this
context and represent it as meaning one
can establish his own doctrine as a reli-
gious free agent.

A second clarification must be made in re-
gard to the related term, “Soul Competen-

cy.”
Because man is created in the image of
God, he has an innate awareness of God
and a religious nature. He has a capacity
for God and the ability to contemplate God
and immortality. He is capable of making
moral judgements. Man is ultimately ac-
countable to God, and is competent to be

held responsible.

Because of the fall and the sin it brought
into the world, man’s religious nature is
distorted. He has moved toward idolatry
and self-centeredness. He stands responsi-
ble, yet inexcusable, before God. Therefore,
in regard to salvation, as Timothy George
points out, it would be more accurate to
refer to “soul incompetency.”
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Soul Competency pertains to all persons.
But the Priesthood of All Believers refers to
Christians only. The Bible does not teach
the “priesthood of all human beings.”

The priestly ministry the Bible describes is
a privilege, even with its sacrifices. It is a
standing every believer enjoys, connected
to our adoption into the royal family.

“You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood,
a holy nation, a people for his possession,
so that you may proclaim the praises of the
one who called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9).

Revelation 5:9-10 records the praise of

Christ in Heaven: “And they sang a new
song: You are worthy to take the scroll and
to open its seals, because you were slaugh-
tered, and you purchased people for God by
your blood from every tribe and language
and people and nation. You made them a
kingdom and priests to our God, and they
will reign on the earth.”

We are not only a priesthood, but a royal
priesthood. And, as priests, we represent
God to others and the world to God.

Related Quotes: The Priesthood of All Belhevers

The Priesthood of All Believers
Report of the Presidential Theological Study Committee
Southern Baptist Convention, 1994

Every Christian has direct access to God through Jesus Christ, our great High Priest, the
sole mediator between God and human beings. However, the priesthood of all believers is
exercised within a committed community of fellow believers — priests who share a like
precious faith. The priesthood of all believers should not be reduced to modern individual-
ism, nor used as a cover for theological relativism. It is a spiritual standing which leads to
ministry, service, and a coherent witness in the world for which Christ died.

Timothy George

In the community of saints, God has so tempered the body that we are all priests to each
other. We stand before God and intercede for one another, we proclaim God’s Word to one
another and we celebrate his presence among us in worship, praise, and fellowship. More-
over, our priestly ministry does not terminate upon ourselves. It propels us into the world

in service and witness.
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