The Perseverance of the Saints
“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish —ever!
No one will snatch them out of My hand.”- John 10:28 (HCSB)

The doctrine of the Perseverance of the Saints, also called the Final Perseverance of the
Saints, means that real Christians stick with it. Some use the nickname “Once saved, always
saved.” However, this phrase may unintentionally communicate that salvation is a “free fire
insurance policy.” It can imply that someone may receive Christ, then willfully live a
continuous life of rebellion against God, and still go to Heaven. Salvation includes more than
being forgiven of one’s sins and going to Heaven. Salvation is like a “combo meal” that also
includes the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, adoption into God'’s family, a relationship with
God that is real and meaningful... and the new birth, the gift of spiritual life.

Here is how the Baptist Faith and Message Statement of 2000 describes Perseverance:

All true believers endure to the end. Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and
sanctified by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall
persevere to the end. Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation,
whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair their graces and comforts, and bring reproach
on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on themselves; yet they shall be kept
by the power of God through faith unto salvation.

Thus, perseverance is sticking with it, keeping on, persistent endurance, refusing to quit.
The Christian perseveres in spite of persecution, false teaching, and inner weariness.

What is it Which the Believer Perseveres in?

The Christian perseveres in faith. Saving faith is trusting Christ to do for me what I cannot do

for myself. I cannot make myself right with God (justification). I cannot get my own sins

forgiven. | cannot get myself to Heaven when I die. I can’t do these things but, because of His

cross and resurrection, Jesus Christ can! Thus, I throw myself upon His mercy in trust. It is

not merely saying one believes certain things about God or an empty intellectual agreement

with certain ideas. Faith is trusting Jesus.

e 1 Peter 1:4-5 “You... are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.”

e 1]John 5:4, ESV “For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this
is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.”



Four Sentences
Four sentences sum up this Bible teaching. All four statements should be taken together.

1.

2.

Only Those Who Persevere Will Go to Heaven

Colossians 1:21-23 “And you... He has reconciled... through death, to present you holy,
and blameless, and above reproach in His sight - if indeed you continue in the faith,
grounded and steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel”
Hebrews 3:6 “Christ was faithful as a Son over His household. And we are that
household if we hold on to the courage and the confidence of our hope.”

James 1:12, NLT “God blesses those who patiently endure testing and temptation.
Afterward they will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love
him.”

Hebrews 3:14, NIV “We have come to share in Christ if we hold firmly till the end the
confidence we had at first.”

1]John 2:19 “They went out from us, but they did not belong to us; for if they had
belonged to us, they would have remained with us. However, they went out so that it
might be made clear that none of them belongs to us.”

Every Believer is Responsible to Persevere. It is a Command to Obey.

Notice the vocabulary of perseverance: Run with endurance, Hold on, Guard, Show diligence,
Without wavering, Be patient, Strengthen your hearts, Abide in Him, Watch yourselves.

1 Timothy 6:20 “Guard, through the Holy Spirit who lives in us, that good thing
entrusted to you.”

2 Timothy 1:13 “Hold on to the pattern of sound teaching that you have heard from me”
Hebrews 3:12 “Watch out, brothers, so that there won’t be in any of you an evil,
unbelieving heart that departs from the living God.”

Hebrews 6:11, NASB “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as
to realize the full assurance of hope until the end”

Hebrews 6:12 “Be imitators of those who inherit the promises through faith and
perseverance.”

Hebrews 6:11, NASB “And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence so as
to realize the full assurance of hope until the end”

Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold on to the confession of our hope without wavering, for He
who promised is faithful.”

Hebrews 10:36 “For you need endurance, so that after you have done God'’s will, you
may receive what was promised.”



o Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us”

e James 5:8 “You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, because the Lord’s coming
is near”

e 1]John 2:28, ESV “And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we
may have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.”

3. Perseverance is Inevitable for Those Who Have Been Born Again

The doctrine of perseverance doesn't mean a believer won't stumble or ever sin in a

significant way, but it refers to an inward pull that will not allow him to quit the faith. There

is a new dynamic at work within. Though he stumbles, he keep getting up. Birds gotta sing...

Christians gotta persevere!

e 2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things
have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

e Hebrews 10:39, ESV “But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of
those who have faith and preserve their souls.”

Regeneration: The Impartation of New Life

The Lexham Bible Dictionary defines regeneration as “The transformation of a person'’s

spiritual condition from death to life through the work of the Holy Spirit.” 1

e Titus 3:5 says “He [God] he saved us—not by works of righteousness that we had done,
but according to his mercy—through the washing of regeneration and renewal by the
Holy Spirit.”

e Ephesians 2:4-5 “But God, who is rich in mercy, because of his great love that he had for
us, made us alive with Christ even though we were dead in trespasses...”

e Romans 6:4 “..just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we
too may walk in newness of life..”

Vital Signs: Just as there are vital signs of physical life, so also when there is spiritual life,
there will be vital signs.
e 1]John 3:9,ESV “No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God’s seed abides
in him, and he cannot keep on sinning because he has been born of God.”
o Note: The cause is being “born of God” and the effect is “Cannot keep on sinning”
- that is, wallow in unrepentant sin.

1 Kirk R. MacGregor, “Regeneration,” in The Lexham Bible Dictionary, ed. John D. Barry et al. (Bellingham, WA:
Lexham Press, 2016).



1]John 5:18, NLT “We know that God’s children do not make a practice of sinning, for
God’s Son holds them securely, and the evil one cannot touch them.”

Jesus taught we can’t be saved without being born again (John 3:1-7). Life-change is the
fruit of the new birth, not its root. The new birth brings transformation and growth.

Once born again, there is still the need for spiritual growth (2 Peter 3:18).

For those who've been born again, there is a conflict between the indwelling Holy
Spirit and our flesh (a person living by his or her own resources). Without the new
birth there would never be such a struggle. (Galatians 5:16-25, especially 17)

o There will always be some who are weak in faith. “We urge you, brethren, admonish
the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with everyone” (1
Thessalonians 5:14).

o The closer to the light one gets, the more the dirt seems to show up. So, we should
let that spur us on to spiritual growth, not discourage us.

o Part of the confusion in recent decades is that some have turned salvation into “Just
pray this prayer.” True, the promise of God is: “Whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved” (Romans 10:13). However, calling on the name of the
Lord doesn’t separate the prayer from repentance and faith. It's not merely saying
“the magic words.” Calling on the name of the Lord expresses repentance and faith.
The Apostles never called on their hearers to, “Just pray this prayer.” They told them
to repent (Luke 24:47; Acts 2:38; 3:19). Repentance is an attitude adjustment, a
change of heart and of mind which reorients one’s life direction.

4. We Persevere Because God Preserves
It’s not that we keep God, it’s that He keeps us.

1 Peter 1:4-5 “You... are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be

revealed in the last time.”

1 Corinthians 1:8 “He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you will be blameless in

the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Philippians 1:6 “I am sure of this, that He who started a good work in you will carry it on

to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.”

o One way we see God’s ongoing involvement in the believer’s life is God’s corrective
discipline (Hebrews 12:3-11; 1 Corinthians 11:23-34, esp. vs. 30-32). This discipline
is a mark of being God’s child.

Philippians 2:13 “For it is God who is working in you, enabling you both to desire and to

work out His good purpose.”

2 Timothy 4:18 “The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely

into His heavenly kingdom. To Him be the glory forever and ever! Amen.”



