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The Baptism of Believers 
 

Baptism is for believers, after conversion, by immersion, as a symbolic act.  
 

Christian believers from varying denominations understand baptism in different ways. 

Here, we explain Baptists’ understanding of the New Testament teaching of “Believers 

Baptism.” We start with the emphasis that it is believers who are to be baptized. 

 

 

The Baptism of Believers 

Baptism is for believers after conversion. 

 

In the Great Commission, Jesus commanded, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing them...” (Matthew 28:19). Who is the “them” to be baptized? The 

disciples who have been made. 

 

At Pentecost, people interrupted Peter’s sermon to urgently ask what they should do. 

He answered “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” 

(Acts 2:37). Verse 41 records their response. “Then those who gladly received his word 

were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. (Acts 

2:41). First, they received the word and then they were baptized. 

 

Peter told the Gentiles gathered at the home of Cornelius, “Whoever believes in Him will 

receive remission of sins” (Acts 10:43). These people, listening with open hearts, 

obviously believed, and “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon all those who heard the word” (Acts 10:44).  “Then Peter answered, ‘Can anyone 

forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as 

we have?’” (Acts 10:47) They received the Spirit and then they were baptized. 

 

When Paul met some disciples at Ephesus who had been baptized with the repentance-

baptism of John the Baptist, he discovered they were unaware of Jesus and had never 

even heard of the Holy Spirit. After – after – the gospel was more fully and clearly 

explained, “They were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5). 

 

As one looks at what baptism signifies, it would be meaningless for an unbeliever. 
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“Believers are the only proper subjects of baptism… There is no record in the New 

Testament of the baptism of any who were not believers or who did not profess to be 

believers.” – J. Clyde Turner 1 

 

 

Baptism by Immersion 
In our English translations, the word for baptize is not translated, but transliterated -- 

they simply turn the Greek letters into English letters. Baptism came to be a technical 

term. But does the word mean, “to immerse”? 

 

J. L. Dagg has a chapter on believer’s baptism with a careful study on the meaning of the 

Greek word. He cites numerous examples, including where the word is used of sunken 

ships and of drownings. He concludes: 
 

“After thoroughly examining the collection of examples, we find that they fully 

establish the meaning to immerse.” 2 

 

Sometimes, a church member will have trouble remembering the word, “immersed,” 

and use the word “submerged” by mistake. It’s the wrong word with the right meaning.  

 

As the Philadelphia Baptist Confession defines it: “Immersion, or dipping of the person 

in water, is necessary to the due administration of this ordinance.” 3 

 

How would any of the following passages make sense if baptism were not by 

immersion? 

• Matthew 3:16  “When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the 

water...” 

• John 3:23 “Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was 

much water there. And they came and were baptized.” 

• Acts 8:38-39: “Both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he 

baptized him. Now when they had come up out of the water...” 

 

If sprinkling or pouring or ladling were involved, then why would they go into the 

water? Why would John need a place with much water?  

 

It is interesting to note that the Greek Orthodox also baptize by immersion, though they 

dip the person being baptized three times, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. 
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Herschel Hobbs writes, “Assuming the subject of baptism is a believer, two things are 

necessary for New Testament Baptism – a proper mode and a proper meaning.” 4  

 

Baptism is a Symbolic Act 

To be fair, most of those who view baptism in other ways will clearly state baptism is an 

outward expression of an inward reality. However, their understanding is that in some 

mysterious way, baptism is connected to effectuating the reality. Our take is different in 

that we understand the inward reality to be reality before the baptism takes place. 

 

Consider the following passages: 

• Romans 6:3-5  “Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into His death? Therefore we were buried with Him through 

baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been united 

together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His 

resurrection” 

• Colossians 3:12-13  “Buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with 

Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. And you, 

being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made 

alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,” 

• Galatians 3:27  “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” 

 

Notice what strong phrasing is used: 

• “Baptized into Christ Jesus” 

• “Baptized into His death” 

• “Buried with Him” 

• “United together” 

• “Raised with Him” 

 

There are three possibilities as to the meaning: 

1. Baptism is the instrument through which God actually makes these things 

happen. 

2. Baptism is the condition to be met before God will make them happen. 

3. Baptism is a pictural testimony of these things, which God has already done 

within a person.  

 

Baptism is, in these verses, associated with the substitutionary death and resurrection 

of Jesus Christ, with the believer’s death to the old life, with his experience of new life, 
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and the promise of a future resurrection. When that is understood, it is a vivid picture. 

Baptism is a meaningful testimony, so very closely tied to the spiritual realities about 

which it speaks!  

 

One might say there is a union between the act of baptism and the spiritual resurrection 

it represents, but don’t “reverse the polarity” – and mistake the act of baptism for being 

the cause instead of its signature. 

 

How do we know that baptism is a testimony to salvation one already has received 

rather than a means through which salvation is imparted? How do we know it’s a 

symbol? 

 

Comparing Scripture with Scripture, we see that salvation is received by faith. That faith 

is the condition of salvation – trusting Jesus Christ to do for us things we cannot do for 

ourselves.  

 

• Acts 26:18  “To open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and 

from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an 

inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’ 

• Romans 3:28  “Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from the 

deeds of the law.” 

• Romans 5:1  “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ” 

• Romans 5:2  “Through whom [Christ] also we have access by faith into this grace in 

which we stand” 

• Galatians 2:16  “A man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus 

Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in 

Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be 

justified.” 

 

Nothing on the outside can make something like this happen on the inside. Thus, 

baptism is an outward expression of an inward work, a testimony to the transforming 

grace of God. 

 

However, “The form of baptism strikingly symbolized death, burial, and resurrection.” 5 
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Herschel Hobbs explains the practical meaning for the believer of such vivid imagery: 
  

“Christian baptism, then, symbolizes the death burial, and resurrection of Jesus. 

It also typifies the Christian’s death to his old life, its burial, and resurrection to 

walk in newness of life in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:4-6; Colossians 2:12). It also 

implies faith in the coming resurrection from the dead (1 Corinthians 15:13 ff). 6 

 

These truths should be simply explained in a baptism service, and this is why we should 

invite our pre-Christian friends to attend. As William Cooke Boone wrote: 
 

“So whenever we see one being baptized, we see a living picture of the believer’s 

hope of a resurrection from the grave and a life hereafter. Baptism was given to 

set forth to the world these great truths, which are at the heart of the gospel 

message.” 7 

 

 

Christian Baptism Must Signify the Right Things 

As previously mentioned, in Acts 19, Paul encountered some who had undergone John’s 

baptism of repentance, but who had not yet had the gospel explained to them. John’s 

baptism was a good kind of baptism, a baptism signifying repentance, and it was by 

immersion; but it wasn’t Christian baptism. Paul explained the difference and “When 

they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5). It 

matters what a baptism symbolizes, signifies, and represents. 

 

 

Baptism as Identification 

Baptism is raising the flag of one’s loyalty to the Lord. It is an act of identifying oneself 

with him.  

 

This is why one is baptized “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit” (Matthew 28:19). 

 

This emphasis appears multiple times in the New Testament; in baptism we identify 

ourselves with Jesus Christ: 

• Peter told the crowd at Pentecost, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ...” (Acts 2:38).  

• When Cornelius and the people assembled at his house believed the gospel and 

received the Spirit, Peter “commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 

Lord” (Acts 10:48). 
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• This is why those who had been baptized with John’s baptism “were baptized in 

the name of the Lord Jesus” (Acts 19:5). 

• This is why Paul told the Galatians, “For as many of you as were baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27). This verse speaks to our union with 

Christ and to being identified with Him through baptism. 

 

Timothy George comments on Galatians 3:27 and identification: 
 

Paul’s comparison of Christian baptism to a “putting on” of Christ could have 

recalled several parallel practices that would have been familiar to his Gentile 

converts in Galatia. We have already referred to the ritual washings that were a part 

of the initiation ceremonies in the Hellenistic mystery religions. After being baptized 

in the name of the respected deity, the neophyte would then put on the distinctive 

garb of the god, thus identifying himself publicly with the god’s persona.” 8 

 

We always do well to remember that the One who commands us to identify ourselves 

with him in Baptism is the one who identified with us in his incarnation, and then with 

our sins as he died for them on the cross. He himself insisted on being baptized, though 

he was without sin (Matthew 3:13-15). Jesus identified with us. 

 

 

The Trinity and Baptism 

The wording of the baptismal formula – “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19) -- was given to us by Jesus. 

 

It’s a challenge to get some church members interested in thinking on the triune nature 

of God. They may react, saying something along the lines of, “Just give me Jesus!” or 

“Can’t we just focus on the gospel?!” That “sounds spiritual” until one realizes these are 

the words of the Lord Jesus himself, and these words are part of The Great Commission! 

 

This is a key part of the faith we confess in believer's baptism. The God we worship is 

one God who is revealed to co-eternally exist as three Persons. We are saved because 

the Father sent, the Son secured, and the Spirit applied our salvation. 

 

Baptism is Trinitarian because the Christian faith is Trinitarian.  
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Baptism is an Act of Obedience 
It is a command to be obeyed.  

 

“Every believer or regenerate person is under obligation to submit to this ordinance of 

Jesus Christ.” 9 

 

Though baptism does not save, it is the first step of obedience after salvation. Jesus 

commanded us to baptize those who become his followers (Matthew 28:19).  Likewise, 

the Apostles commanded those who receive the message to be baptized (Acts 2:38;  

22:16). 

 

Just as salvation is a commitment which cannot be made by others on one’s behalf, so 

also baptism is a personal commitment and is voluntary. That is, voluntary in the sense 

that no one can make this choice for another.  

 

There are implications for how we deal with children, since we have a responsibility to 

verify that any person showing an interest in being baptized clearly understands the 

gospel, professes an informed faith in Christ, and recognizes the meaning of baptism. 

 

Also, because baptism does not make a person to be born again, parents shouldn’t feel 

pressured to rush their children into being baptized before they are truly ready. 

 

 

Baptism and Church Membership 

Believers baptism is a prerequisite to church membership. 

 

E. Y. Mullins states the position of Southern Baptists on the connection between baptism 

and church membership: “Baptism is a prerequisite to church fellowship, and to 

participation in the Lord’s Supper.” 10 

 

This requirement receives emphasis in this definition of baptism by Tom Nettles: 
 

“Baptism is the immersion in water of a believer in Jesus Christ performed once 

as the initiation of such a believer into a community of believers, the church.” 11 

 

This prerequisite is to be understood as a condition for local church membership, but 

not as a supernatural cause of one’s inclusion into the body of Christ, as described in 1 
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Corinthians 12:13. “Baptists also see baptism as the sign of entrance into the covenant 

community of the body of Christ.” 12 

 

Every denomination, regardless of their exact understanding of baptism, considers 

baptism a prerequisite for church membership and before participation in the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 

Should a church admit into its membership a person who is unwilling to be baptized? 

 

We see the example of the Ethiopian, who upon hearing the gospel, trusts Christ for 

salvation. We read of his first impulse, “Now as they went down the road, they came to 

some water. And the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water. What hinders me from being 

baptized?’” (Acts 8:36). He wasn’t looking for a way to back out, but rather to eagerly 

step into the baptismal waters. 

 

 

Baptism is Not “Just” a Symbolic Act 
When you say that baptism is a symbolic act, don’t make the mistake of adding the 

word, “just.” It isn’t “Just a symbolic act.” Such wording implies that it’s a mere formality, 

an empty exercise, next to nothing.  

 

Jesus didn’t think of baptism in this way; he commanded us to be baptized. So did the 

Apostles. So, first of all, baptism is a matter of obedience, not optional for the believer. 

 

While baptism isn't a sacrament by which God regenerates us, it is nevertheless very 

powerful. Baptism is a declaration of allegiance: in it, we raise the flag of personal 

loyalty to Christ and renounce the old life. It is part of taking our stand with the people 

of God, making ourselves distinct from the world, and connecting ourselves with the 

community of faith. We give testimony to Jesus' resurrection and to the new birth we 

have experienced. And we look forward: baptism signals the start of a growth process in 

the new life, and it asserts our faith in the coming resurrection. 

 

It is no wonder then, that in some cultures where there is hostile opposition to the 

Christian faith, they wait to see if one of their own is actually baptized before they 

disown and persecute him. Christ-rejecters can see its significance! And we should 

never minimize it. 
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Digging a Little Deeper 

 

Spirit Baptism 

“For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.”  (1 Corinthians 

12:13) 

 

This verse is saying: 

• Every Christian has been made part of the body of Christ by a work of the Holy 

Spirit. 

• Every Christian has begun a new life, experiencing the presence of the Holy Spirit. 

• This new beginning is referred to as a “baptism.” 

• This baptism takes place the moment a person is placed into the church by the 

Spirit. That is, upon salvation.  
 

What the Father plans and initiates…  

And the Son executes and accomplishes… 

The Spirit applies and empowers. 

 

The Holy Spirit Bestows the New Birth, As Pictured in Baptism: 
 

1 Peter 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to 

His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ from the dead” 

MSB: “By His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead” 

Titus 3:5-6  “...He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy 

Spirit, whom He poured out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior” 

 

John the Baptist understood his baptism to be one of repentance and preparatory for 

the arrival of Messiah, who would baptize in the Holy Spirit. 
 

• Matthew 3:11  “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is 

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

• Mark 1:8  “I indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit.” 
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• John 1:33-34  “I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to 

me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He 

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and testified that this is the Son 

of God.’” 

 

 

One Baptism 
One Lord, one faith, one baptism 

 

Ephesians 4:4-5  “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 

of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above 

all, and through all, and in you all.” 

 

One Baptism… To which baptism does he refer?  

To baptism in water?  Or to the baptism of the Spirit? 

 

Students of the Bible understand this phrase in three different ways: 
 

1. The most common view is that this verse refers to water baptism. As Curtis Vaughan 

writes, “The point of this verse is that there is one Lord who is to be obeyed and 

adored; one believing experience that brings people into saving union with that 

Lord; and one outward, visible ceremony by which believers confess their faith and 

are openly incorporated into the fellowship of God’s people.” 13 

 

2. A second view is that this refers to the baptism of the Spirit as mentioned in 1 

Corinthians 12:13. If there is only one baptism, then it would be the one that is the 

spiritual reality, not the one which is a symbol of the reality. Clearly, water baptism 

pictures the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, not the Holy Spirit. 

However, new life is imparted by the Spirit. 
 

3. The third view holds that the symbol of water baptism is so closely linked to the 

spiritual reality it symbolizes, that “It is perhaps best to think of ‘one baptism’ as a 

shorthand expression for the whole process of conversion, summarized by reference 

to the visible ritual… The ritual was an important symbol of this process but was not 

nearly as important as the spiritual reality that it signified.” 14 

 

 

 

 

https://smalltownbaptist.net/beliefs.htm
https://ref.ly/Jn1.33-34
https://ref.ly/Eph4.4-5
https://ref.ly/1Co12.13
https://ref.ly/1Co12.13


Page 11.  Find more free resources like this at Small Town Baptist . Net 

Metaphorical Uses of the Word Baptize 
"Besides its literal use, the word baptize is sometimes employed figuratively, when 

spiritual influence, or overwhelming sufferings, are intended."  - J, L. Dagg 15 

 

• Jesus told his disciples, “But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how 

distressed I am till it is accomplished!” (Luke 12:50). 
 

Jesus was speaking of his coming sufferings and substitutionary death on the cross. 

Even though the sufferings would be horrific, he looked forward to the 

accomplishment of his redemptive mission. The word baptism highlights the new 

beginning to be secured by his sufferings. 

 

• In 1 Corinthians 10:2, Paul wrote, that “all our fathers were under the cloud, all 

passed through the sea, all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea.”  
 

He was referring to their experiences in the exodus – the crossing of the Red Sea, the 

presence of God in the cloud of Glory, the giving of the Law, and the leadership of 

God’s man, Moses. These events represented a new beginning and pointed to their 

ultimate fulfillment in Christ. You will notice also how baptism is used to describe 

their identification with the man whom God sent to deliver them. Thus, in another 

way, we see how baptism signifies identification. 

 

• In 1 Peter 3:20-21, we read about Noah and the flood. We are told there is a parallel 

between the flood and baptism.  
 

The flood which brought judgment and death to the rest of the world also brought 

deliverance for eight people, rescued in the ark which floated on the same water. 

There is a baptism which likewise saves, though it is not an external thing, “not as 

the removal of dirt from the body” (CSB), but rather one of an internal nature. It 

involves a “good conscience” before God and a new life, secured “through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ” (compare 1 Peter 3:18).  
 

One might note that in each of these metaphorical uses of baptism, the word is used to 

signify a new beginning. 
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Proselyte Baptism 
In the first century, it was the custom of the Jews to admit Gentiles into their community 

by a process which included baptism by immersion in water. A man had to be 

circumcised, of course. However, converts would also be baptized and offer a sacrifice.  

This baptism was a public, not private, event. It could not be administered at night and 

there had to be at least two or three witnesses.  

 

Exactly how early in the first century proselyte baptism came to be practiced is a topic 

of discussion. Some feel that it came later than John the Baptist. However, could it be 

that John was, in effect, saying to the Jewish people, “You must have something like a 

conversion yourselves. You cannot rely on your ancestry but must own this faith for 

yourselves. Like a convert, you too, must repent”? One can imagine what a shock such a 

message would be for them to hear. It didn’t fit the template with which they were so 

familiar. But Jesus the Messiah was coming onto the scene and radical adjustments 

needed to be made. 

 

 

What is the Difference Between a Sacrament and an Ordinance? 
There is not a word used in the New Testament to name as a group the ceremonies 

commanded by Jesus. However, through the years, Christians have found it helpful to 

create one, although though not everyone agrees on how many of them there are or 

their exact meanings. For example, since 1274, the Catholic Church has officially 

recognized seven sacraments: Baptism, Confirmation, Penance, Eucharist, Holy Orders, 

Marriage, and the Anointing of the Sick. 

 

While many denominations believe that, in some way, a sacrament is a channel through 

which God makes internal, spiritual things to happen. Baptists understand an 

“ordinance” to be symbolic, signifying something which has already happened.   

(By the way, the word here is ordinance; while ordnance refers to military tools of war, 

especially explosives.) 

 

The two ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper picture, in a visible way, what God 

has done for us and in us. An ordinance is a kind of reenactment and a testimony. W. T. 

Conner summarized the Baptist understanding of New Testament teaching: 
  

“Christ instituted two ceremonial ordinances and committed them to his people 

for perpetual observance—baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These two 

https://smalltownbaptist.net/beliefs.htm
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ceremonies are pictural representations of the fundamental facts of the gospel 

and of our salvation through the gospel.” 16 

 

 

Who is Authorized to Administer Baptism? 
What guidance does the New Testament provide on this?  

 

In John 4:1-2, we see baptism in the ministry of Jesus, but verse says, “Jesus Himself did 

not baptize, but His disciples.” 

 

In Acts 8, we see Philip, one of the original seven deacons (Acts 6:5), baptizes the 

Ethiopian Secretary of the Treasury. 

 

In 1 Corinthians 1, Paul is correcting the members of the church in that city for their 

divisiveness. Many were boasting about which pastor baptized them. Disgusted with 

their preacher fandom, he says “I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus 

and Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had baptized in my own name” (1 Corinthians 

1:14-15). Clearly, in Corinth, Paul had delegated the role of administering baptism.  

 

Perhaps it would be best to say, that since baptism is an ordinance of the church, 

whoever the church (and its leadership) authorizes to administer its ordinances may do 

so. As for Philip, we have a duty involved to ensure, to the best of our ability, that the 

person being baptized has a clear understanding of the gospel and has experienced the 

new birth. Conversely, it isn’t a healthy thing for the members to try to tell the church 

who they want to baptize them, as that may lead to problems like those in 1 Corinthians, 

chapter one. 
 

 

Other Views on Baptism Besides Believers Baptism: 
All Christian denominations teach that baptism is commanded by Jesus and that this 

ceremony, however performed, represents an outward sign of inward grace. Their 

differences in understanding the New Testament teaching on baptism comes down to 

whether it is a sacrament or an ordinance, or whether it is a condition of salvation or a 

confession of salvation.  

 

Sacraments are understood by those who believe in them, as such, as a conduit through 

which God conveys his grace. That is, in the doing of them, God makes something to 

happen. The theological term for this is ex opere operato, is a Latin phrase meaning 
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"from the work worked."  That, in the doing of the sacrament, God administers his grace. 

Or put another way, in the sacrament, God makes something to happen. 

 
Baptismal Regeneration View 

The idea of “baptismal regeneration” – a person is made regenerate through the 

“sacrament” of baptism.  
 

“Baptism not only purifies from all sins, but also makes the neophyte ‘a new 

creature,’ an adopted son of God, who has become a ‘partaker of the divine 

nature,’ member of Christ and coheir with him, and a temple of the Holy Spirit.” 17 

 

Baptists would say in response: 

• W. T. Conner: “Baptism does not save nor does it help to save. It is not a condition of 

salvation, nor of the remission of sins. It does not convey grace; in the historical 

significance of the term, therefore, it is not a ‘sacrament.’” 18 

• Thom Nettles: “The person baptized has no scriptural warrant to believe that in 

baptism Christ’s saving activity is initiated, augmented, or completed.” 19 

• Crain & Mullins: “Baptism does not regenerate. It is to be administered to those the 

Spirit of God has previously regenerated.” 20 

  
Conditional View 

This view denies that a person is saved by baptism apart from believing the gospel, such 

as in the baptismal regeneration of infants. Nor do they view baptism as a mere 

performance of an outward ritual. They understand baptism as a part of one’s response 

to God in conversion, just as are trusting Christ and repentance. Passages they would 

cite include: Acts 2:37-38; Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:27; Colossians 2:12; 1 

Peter 3:21.  

 

Those who adhere to believer’s baptism differ in that we see baptism not as a cause, but 

as an effect of conversion. Not as a condition, but as a testimony. That the “washing of 

regeneration and renewal by the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5) is inward and spiritual – and 

that everything which comes after that is testimony and effect. (Compare: Romans 2:28-

29; Ephesians 5:26;  James 1:18; Ezekiel 36:25-27.) 

 

Even though Paul practiced baptism and spoke of the ordinance in his epistles, he said 

that “Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (1 Corinthians 1:17). 
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He did not mean that baptism was unimportant or that it isn’t a command to be obeyed, 

but he clearly wouldn’t have considered it part of the gospel itself. 

 

“Baptism for the remission of sins” (Acts 2:38) has reference only to the symbolic 

remission set forth in the act.” 21  

 
Covenant Sign View 

Some denominations view baptism as the covenant sign for God’s people, as the 

replacement of circumcision. Thus, they baptize their infants, but not in a belief in 

baptismal regeneration. They view those born into a Christian family in a way similar to 

those born into an Old Testament Jewish family. Baptism is a sacrament by which the 

person is admitted into the visible church. It is a sign and seal of the covenant of grace.  

They would cite: Genesis 17:11-12;  Luke 22:20; Romans 4:11; Acts 16:15, 31-33; 1 

Corinthians 7:14;  and most especially Colossians 2:11-12.   

 

Those who affirm “the baptism of believers” would reply that church membership is not 

something into which one is born, but is something into which one is born again. There 

are no examples of infants being baptized in the New Testament. 

 

Colossians 2:11-12 contrasts circumcision with the new birth – as pictured in baptism –  

but doesn’t represent it as a covenant sign administered to an infant.  

 

Further, in this verse baptism signifies being buried with Christ and raised through 

faith, which would not yet be true of infants – in fact, would never be true of some of 

them. 
 

 

A Concluding Thought:  
There are many who love the Lord, believe the Bible, and proclaim the gospel who 

nevertheless have different understandings of what baptism is and what it means. It is 

our duty to try to have as accurate of an understanding of this biblical teaching as we 

can, and to “get it right.” But while the variety of birds may not return to the same 

denominational nest, we in the Kingdom can still perch on the same wire. And as we 

head toward the last days, it may be that we will face adversity for the sake of Christ 

together.   
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